
 Writing: Term 6 Week 3  

Animation: ‘Soar’ by Alyce Tzue 

https://www.literacyshed.com/soar.html 

 

Key learning point: Apostrophes for contractions and singular possession.  

 

Writing task: Instructions on how to build a flying machine 

 

Description: You are going to write a set of instructions on how to build your 

very own flying machine. Think about the materials you need to build it, 

including anything you will need to connect the pieces together. Perhaps you 

can have a go building one yourself while making notes on the steps. This could 

be your plan to help you write your final piece. Don’t forget to use imperative 

verbs (bossy verbs) which tell the reader what to do. A list is included below to 

help you. You will also need to use apostrophes for contractions (like it’s and 

shouldn’t).  

Imperative verbs word bank 

mix drop screw tape add fix 

hold attach use tie check take 

spread tighten throw wind secure cut 

 

https://www.literacyshed.com/soar.html


Here is an example:  

How to build a flying machine 
 
Have you ever wanted to make a flying machine? Have you ever wanted to 
help a little person who’s fallen out of the sky? If you answered yes to either of 
those questions, then follow these instructions closely and you can’t go wrong. 
 
Materials needed: 
 

 1 empty 2 litre bottle 
 2 sticks approximately 10 cm long 
 10 pieces of string of equal length, approximately 20 cm long 
 1 large sheet of paper (A3 or larger) 
 1 two-pronged propeller  
 1 six-pronged propeller 
 scissors 
 4 screws 

 
Method: 
 

1. First, cut an opening in the plastic bottle. This will be the cabin of the 
flying machine.   

2. Next, at the front of the plastic bottle, attach the four-pronged 
propellers.  

3. Once they are firmly in place, attach the six-pronged propeller to the 
back of the bottle. Make sure the propellers can spin easily.  

4. Now, take a wing and attach it to the side of the bottle using a screw. 
Repeat this step on the other side of the bottle with the second wing.   

5. Tie five of the strings to the end of the wings on both sides.  
6. Attach the ends of the string to the side of the large sheet of paper. 

Repeat with the other five strings on the opposite side of the paper. This 
will be the sail.  

7. Check your flying machine to ensure the pieces are secure before testing 
it.   

8. Finally, test it! Hope it doesn’t crash! 

 


