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Dear Parents and carers, 

Having not had the children in school since March, we’re all very excited to welcome them 

back for the new school year. All the staff have been working hard to get the school ready 

and COVID secure to ensure that we can give the children a safe and engaging education as 

we start back in our “new normal”. 

 

Left to Right: Mrs Hills, Miss Hill, Mrs Syeda, Mr McWade, Mrs Cobb, Mr Toole, Mr Clark 

Meet the team. 

The Lower Key Stage 2 team this year is made up from Mr. Liam McWade, the team leader, 

teaching Sparrow Class, who will primarily be working alongside Mrs Noorain Syeda. Mrs 

Judith Hills will be teaching the Blackbird class and she’ll be working with Mr Charlie Clark 

(who will also be the school’s sports coach in the afternoon). Miss Charley Hill, who some of 

you might remember from last year when she was completing her final teaching placement 

with the University of Reading, joins us in Kingfisher class alongside Mr James Toole.  

Your child’s class teacher should be your first point of call if there is anything you wish to 

discuss. Please do speak to them at the end of the day or make an appointment with the 

office if you want to have a longer meeting. 

 



Coming into school 

Below is a little information about the curriculum we will be covering over the Autumn 

term. Years 3 and 4 will be having PE on a Thursday. On this day, they should come to 

school already in their PE kits.  On other days, children need to come into school in full 

school uniform. They should bring a water bottle with their name on and their school 

reading book. Nothing else from home should be brought into school to help us keep 

everyone in our community safe.  

I would like to stress the importance of every child having a labelled water bottle as there 

won’t be access to drinking cups. We want to limit what the children touch in the classroom, 

so having their own individual bottles is vital.  

Uniform 

We expect children to return to school in full uniform. This should consist of grey or black 

trousers or skirt, a white polo shirt, school jumper or cardigan and black school shoes – 

Trainers and boots are not acceptable. PE kits should be black, white or navy shorts and a 

navy-blue t-shirt and trainers and black plimsols or trainers. Hoodies should not be worn to 

school.  

Homework 

More information about homework will be sent out later in the term. At present, children 

should be reading for at least 15 minutes every day and have their homework diaries signed 

and brought into school to be checked. In addition to this, children in Year 3 will now have 

access to Times Tables Rockstars, an interactive Maths program. Year 4 will still have access 

from last year. Log in details will be sent home with instructions on how to access it. Please 

do support and encourage your child to continue learning at home and develop these core 

skills. 

The Curriculum 

We will be going straight back to a full curriculum for all children in school, taking note of 

the areas that were missed during the period of closure. Whilst we are focussing on the 

same skills across the key stage, lessons are adapted and planned to take into account the 

needs of every child’s learning.  

English and Phonics 

As a school, we have started a new phonics program called ‘Read, Write Inc.’ and Sparrow 

and Blackbird classes will be part of it. This means that every morning between 9:00 and 

10:00, children will be in Phonics groups. The program covers all areas of English, including 

reading and writing. We will teach a more formal English lesson a couple times a week as 

well.  

Kingfisher will be doing daily English that focuses on the book Black Dog, as well as the 

animation The Catch.  Outcomes will be guided by the teacher and will include a range of 

fiction and non-fiction genres.  



Reading 

As a school we have a big push on reading this year which you will hear more about as the 

year goes on. We will be having daily reading lessons with the children, initially focussing on 

core reading and comprehension skills. Teachers will also be reading the their classes on a 

regular basis. 

Maths 

In maths, Sparrow and Blackbird will be looking at place value of 3-digit numbers, lines and 

shape, while Kingfisher will be working on place value of 4-digit numbers and 3D shapes. We 

will also all have a big push on times tables. (Year 3 need to know 2x, 3x, 4x, 5x, 8x, 10x and 

Year 4 need to know them all up to 12x) 

Topic 

Our topic this term will have a history focus looking at the time period between the Stone 

Age and the Iron Age. 

Additionally, Art will focus on lines and colour mixing to create pictures similar to Piet 

Mondrian; PSHE will look at equality and similarities; RE asks the question, “What do 

Christians learn from the Creation story?”; French will focus on greetings; Science will 

review a few of the missed topics from last year, and IT will continue the children’s work on 

E-safety.  

Any questions 

The whole team is here to support you and your child and to help them get the most out of 

their time here at SMAS. If you do have any questions or concerns, then please do speak to 

your child’s class teacher at the earliest opportunity. 

Regards, 

 

Liam McWade 

Lower Key Stage 2 Team Leader 

 

 

 


