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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are very excited to welcome your children to Saint Mary and All Saints for the new 

school year. All the staff have been working hard to get the school ready and COVID secure 

to ensure that we can give the children a safe and engaging education as we start back in 

our “new normal”. 

Meet the team 

The Nursery and Reception teams this year are made up from Mrs Tanya Houghton, the 

team leader, (teaching Dove Class), Mr Tadg Burke, teaching Kite Class and Miss Faustina 

Silk who is leading Nursery. They will be ably assisted by Mrs Fozia Pervais, Mrs Glenda 

Goodluck and Miss Michaela Masterman. Your child is part of a keyworker group and their 

teacher should be your first point of call if there is anything you wish to discuss. Please do 

speak to them at the end of the day for quick passing on of information (e.g. a change to 

who is collecting them the following day), or make an appointment with the office if you 

want to have a longer meeting. 

Coming into school 

Below is a little information about the curriculum we will be covering over the Autumn 

term. Reception children will be having PE on a Tuesday. On this day, they should come to 

school already in their PE kits.  On other days, children need to come into school in full 

school uniform. They should bring a clear water bottle with their name on and their school 

reading book. Nothing else from home should be brought into school to help us keep 

everyone in our community safe.  

Uniform 

We expect children to return to school in full uniform. This should consist of grey or black 

trousers or skirt, a white polo shirt, school jumper or cardigan and black school shoes – 

Trainers and boots are not acceptable. PE kits should be black, white or navy shorts and a 

navy-blue t-shirt and trainers and black plimsols or trainers. Hoodies should not be worn to 

school please. 

 



Homework 

More information about homework will be sent out later in the term. At present, children 

should be sharing stories with you to encourage a love of reading, alongside talking about 

their daily routines. Make learning fun at home by playing games such as “eye spy” or 

“name that colour/ number/ animal” etc. Please do support and encourage your child to 

continue learning at home and develop these core skills in speaking, listening and taking 

part in discussions. 

The curriculum 

The Early Years curriculum works on developing skills around three prime areas 

(Communication and Language development, Physical development, and Personal, Social 

and Emotional development) and four specific areas (Literacy, Maths,  Understanding of the 

World and Expressive Arts and Design), making seven in total. Within these seven areas are 

Early Learning Goals, which we use to plan play-based and specific activities to ensure 

children develop all the skills needed to become well-rounded young people. Whilst we are 

often focussing on similar skills across the key stage, activities are adapted and planned to 

take into account the needs of every child’s learning.  

Reading 

As a school we have a big push on reading this year which you will hear more about as the 

year goes on. Teachers will also be reading in their classes on a regular basis and your 

children will be following the Read, Write, Inc scheme which teaches Phonics (letter sounds) 

and reading skills in a very precise way. They will be bringing home books to share with you, 

alongside reading books later in the term. 

Maths 

In maths we will be developing counting skills, alongside shape, space, measure and 

problem solving. Children will have regular opportunities to cook and play games to develop 

these skills.  

Topic 

Our topic this term is called “This is me!”. We will be learning what it is to be ourselves in 

school, at home and in our local environment. We will be exploring a whole range of 

different art media, materials and developing our routines and outdoor classroom. We will 

be sharing the stories of “Smelly Bill”, “Oliver’s Vegetables” and many others as well as 

discussing likes and dislikes. Our Physical development will focus on big and small 

movements, alongside lots of discussion and learning around personal hygiene (especially 

important in the current situation). Please do support your child’s learning by chatting to 

them about these. 

 

 

 



Any questions 

The whole team is here to support you and your child and to help them get the most out of 

their time here at SMAS. If you do have any questions or concerns, then please do speak to 

your child’s class teacher at the earliest opportunity. 

Kind Regards, 

Tanya Houghton 

EYFS Team Leader 

 

 

 


