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Dear Parents and carers 

Having not had the children in school since March, we’re all very excited to welcome them 

back for the new school year. All the staff have been working hard to get the school ready 

and COVID secure to ensure that we can give the children a safe and engaging education as 

we start back in our “new normal”. 

Meet the team 

The Key Stage 1 team this year is made up of Mr. Daniel Smith, the team leader, teaching 

Coot Class, Miss Indea Davies teaching Puffin Class and Mrs Naomi Maze who has Finch 

Class. They will be ably assisted by Miss Elaine Atkinson, Mrs Karen Bates, Mrs Nicky Elmore 

Mrs Paula Kirby and Miss Carly Mouncher. Your child’s class teacher should be your first 

point of call if there is anything you wish to discuss. Please do speak to them at the end of 

the day or make an appointment with the office if you want to have a longer meeting. 

 

Coming into school 

Below is a little information about the curriculum we will be covering over the Autumn 

term. Years 1 and 2 will be having PE on a Monday. On this day, they should come to school 

already in their PE kits.  On other days, children need to come into school in full school 

uniform. They should bring a water bottle with their name on and their school reading book. 

Nothing else from home should be brought into school to help us keep everyone in our 

community safe.  

 



Uniform 

We expect children to return to school in full uniform. This should consist of grey or black 

trousers or skirt, a white polo shirt, school jumper or cardigan and black school shoes – 

Trainers and boots are not acceptable. PE kits should be black, white or navy shorts and a 

navy-blue t-shirt and trainers and black plimsols or trainers. Hoodies should not be worn to 

school.  

Homework 

More information about homework will be sent out later in the term. At present, children 

should be reading for at least 15 minutes every day. Please do support and encourage your 

child to continue learning at home and develop core skills such as recognising their high 

frequency words, number bonds and basic addition and subtraction skills. 

 

The curriculum 

We will be going straight back to a full curriculum for all children in school, taking note of 

the areas that were missed during the period of closure. Whilst we are focussing on the 

same skills across the key stage, lessons are adapted and planned to consider the needs of 

every child’s learning.  

Phonics and English 

In Phonics we will be following the Read Write Inc Phonics scheme.  This means that every 

morning between 9:00 and 10:00, children will be in Phonics groups. The program covers all 

areas of English, including reading and writing. Whilst this will take up the bulk of our 

classroom English time, we will also be teaching formal English, looking at grammatical skills 

and also covering traditional tales. 

Reading 

As a school we have a big push on reading this year which you will hear more about as the 

year goes on. We will be having daily reading lessons with the children, initially focussing on 

core reading and comprehension skills. Teachers will also be reading to their classes on a 

regular basis. 

Maths 

In maths we will pick up from where we stopped in March focussing on number and place 

value. We will be looking at counting forwards and backwards to twenty, counting in tens, 

portioning and representing numbers amongst other things! 

Topic 

Our topic this term will have a history focus looking at various themes throughout history 

(toys, communication, transport, shopping, etc) and comparing them to what the same 

technology is like in the present day.  



Additionally, we will be making clay sculpture in art, PSHE will look at our similarities and 

differences, RE will ask the question, “Is Everybody Special?”, Science will look at how 

humans and animals are similar and different and in IT we will discuss how to stay safe 

online.  

Any questions 

The whole team is here to support you and your child and to hep them get the most out of 

their time here at SMAS. If you do have any questions or concerns, then please do speak to 

your child’s class teacher at the earliest opportunity. 

Regards, 

 

Daniel Smith 

Key Stage 1 Team Leader 

 

 

 


