
 
  

October is here already 
Well it’s already October.  Where has the first 
month of the school year gone? Sadly, the 
temperature has changed and we are definitely in 
coat season.  Please make sure your child’s coat is 
in school everyday and that it is named too.  
 
Thank you for your support over the past few 
weeks in what has been a somewhat strange start 
to the school year.  Everyone has adapted to the 
new normal brilliantly, not least the children and 
staff! 
 
At the moment things will continue as they are with 
staggered starts and a one-way system around the 
grounds.  Early years will continue to use the 
Lesford Road gate.  
 
Please note it will be half term in a few weeks.  The 
term dates for the school year 2020-2021 are listed 
on the school webpage 
https://stmaryandallsaints.co.uk/information-for-parents/school-

hours-and-term-dates .  Please ensure you have these in 
your diaries.  I hope you have clocked the INSET day 
on Friday 23rd October.  This is to compensate for 
an extra training day the staff are attending this 
Saturday (3rd) in order to acquire some specific 
training on early reading and phonics, so don’t be 
shocked or concerned when you see lots of cars in 
the grounds! 
Regards,  
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PE Kit 

For the foreseeable future PE kit needs to be 

worn to school on the day your child has PE.  

This will be taught by our specialist PE coach Mr 

Clarke.  Due to staying in bubbles, PE will not be 

taught on other days but the session will be 

longer. 

 

Due to staff being limited to working in a small 

number of bubbles only, the children will be on a 

rota.  In the teams with three classes the children 

will do PE on two weeks of three but for ease and 

for getting everyone in routine we would still like 

them to be in PE on the same day every week 

unless we tell you otherwise.  Occasionally we 

might need to move the PE day due to staff 

training or other events but we will tell you in 

advance.  

 

 

PE kit at this time of the year is a school logo PE 

t-shirt, plain white, black or navy shorts and 

plimsolls or trainers. Football shirt or branded 

t-shirts are not okay.  If you are waiting for a PE 

shirt to be delivered, please find a plain colour t-

shirt.  If the children need an extra layer they can 

wear their school sweatshirt or cardigan too. 

Monday Finch, Puffin and Coot KS1 

Tuesday Kites and Dove Reception 

Wednesday Nightingale, Cuckoo, Peregrine UKS2 

Thursday Sparrow, Blackbird and Kingfisher 

LKS2 
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General Communication 
 
Please can I draw your attention to the Communication guidance sheet I have attached 
to this email.  It is not new so families who were at SMAS last year will be familiar with 
its’ contents.  Please read it carefully so you know who and how to communicate with 
my staff team when you have a question, query or concern. 

 
Covid Communication 
 
We have to report daily to the government regarding Covid cases.  That includes those 
self-isolation due to other family members in the same household displaying symptoms, 
those waiting for a test or its outcome in addition to an confirmed or positive cases.   
 
We are extremely grateful to those of you who have provided evidence of test results so 
your child may return to school. Please keep communicating with our school office on 
this matter so we have accurate information. It is so important to keep everyone in our 
school community safe. 
 
As our school office cannot have visitors including parents at the moment please try to 
communicate with our admin team either by phone, 0118-901 5545 or email admin@st-
maryallsaints.reading.sch.uk  we have also created an Office Correspondence box for 
you to post any paperwork.  It is situated outside the main entrance door.   
 

NHS Test and Trace COVID-19 app 
 The NHS have now launched the NHS COVID-19 Test and Trace app last week to help 
control the spread of coronavirus (COVID19). It will do this by alerting people who may 
have been exposed to infection so that they can take action. The app is available to 
download for anyone aged 16 and over. This means that some parents and staff should 
be using this app now and will be eligible to use the app and benefit from its features. 
We have two different QR codes for the school building.  One is situated inside the foyer 
of the school for any parents needing to come into the building for booked meetings that 
cannot take place over the phone.  In addition, we have a different one for The nest (aka 
the former Children’s Centre building) for those of you accessing the two year old 
nursery. Please make use of them.   
 
If you are just accessing the school grounds and are outside in the open air it is not 
necessary to access the QR code.  

 

Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline  
The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer 
questions about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. 
Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline by calling: Phone: 0800 046 
8687 Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 
 

Cycling or coming to school by scooter 
 
If your child comes to school bicycle or scooter please bear the following facts and 
guidance in mind: 
 

• Helmets should be worn.  If you choose not to insist upon this then it is entirely 
at your own risk.  Helmets should be taken into school with their coats. 
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• All scooters and cycles should be stored in the school bicycle shed in an 
appropriate place 

• If children arrive before their allocated staggered start they need to wait quietly 
and still holding their cycle or scooter in a standing position on the edge of the 
path/ fence, not blocking it. 

• As children approach the school curtilage/ perimeter fencing they need to 
dismount and walk with their scooter or cycle.   

• All users must be reminded that part of their responsibility as a rider is to be 
aware of and look out for other users of the path or road, that is other 
pedestrians and riders.  If your child cannot do this yet then I suggest they leave 
their cycle or scooter at home at the moment until they are ready to do so. 

• No cycling or scooting is permitted inside the school grounds. 
• Older children cycling to school alone should be reminded please that this is a 

privilege which you as a parent trust them to undertake sensibly. If they cannot 
undertake this role sensibly then I will ask you to accompany your child to 
school every day. The school is not responsible for unsafe or inappropriate 
behaviour outside the school gate and any ongoing concerns will be reported to 
the police. As most of our Year 5 and 6 children undertook Bikeability (old 
Cycling Proficiency) Level 1 and 2 training last year then quite frankly they 
should know better! 

 

Staggered starts 
Please can I also remind families that are waiting alongside the fence for their allocated 
time slot not block the path.  We have reception families and members of the local 
community who need to walk down the path too at this time.  Everyday I have to remind 
parents and their children to line up along the edge of the path or fence.  Whilst I cannot 
enforce mask wearing it’s probably a good idea, waiting at least a metre away from the 
next family. Can I remind families again that no one should be arriving before their 
allocated staggered time.  Some families are still arriving more than ten minutes ahead 
of schedule.  This is not useful for many reasons, not least as many children cannot cope 
with the waiting and you are increasing your risk of infection.  

 
Free School Meals 
If you think your children could be eligible for Free School Meals, regardless of whether 
your child is also entitled to Universal Free School Meals (under 7s), please ask for a 
form to complete.  If you call us we can usually complete it on the phone and get it 
assessed within a few days. It is worth being signed up as many families realised when 
the FSM vouchers appeared during lockdown.  
 

Ordering lunch 
We have experienced a number of teething problems in accessing parent pay linked to 
the catering company.  Please bear with us as we are doing everything we can to get the 
issues resolved quickly.  Believe you me its stressful for us too! 
 

Sweets 
No sweets should come into school for your children to eat during the day unless they 
want to bring some sweets into school on their birthday to share with the whole class.  It 
is preferred that sweets do not have gelatine such as Haribo although the major 
supermarkets in Reading do stock gelatine free Haribo.  Chocolates are fine generally 
but please remember we have a no nut policy.  Any sweets to share should be wrapped 
and in the main they are distributed before home time so parents can make the final 



decision. I am sorry but due to Covid safety regulations we cannot distribute or cut a 
cake in the classroom but individually wrapped shop bought cakes would be fine.  
 

Breakfast Club and After school Club Update 
Breakfast club has now started back.  After school club starts back next Monday.  Please 
be aware that in order to operate safely and to comply with Covid precautions we have 
had to make some significant changes.  These are outlined in the new wrap around care 
information booklet.  This can be obtained form the office or it is posted on our school 
website under Wrap around care. Probably the most important changes to note are the 
need to book and pay for your care by the preceding Friday.  This is to ensure we can 
provide enough staff to keep the children safe.  In addition, both clubs will now operate 
in the hall.  As there is no entry phone system in the hall please call the Wrap around 
care number on the information leaflet if you are at the gate and wish to collect your 
children.  
 

  


