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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Dear Parents and Carers 

By the time you receive this newsletter there will be less than 2 weeks to go before we break up for Easter, and a very 

welcome holiday for everyone. The end of term is usually filled with events and activities, and this one is no exception. Next 

week, we shall be running mock SATs for Year 6, as a rehearsal for the real thing in May. There will be quite a lot of 

competition for the use of the hall during that period, as Y3 and Y4 practise for their Easter Concert “Jonah Man Jazz”, which 

is at 2pm and 6pm on 4 April. You should be receiving a letter very soon, inviting you to reserve tickets for one of the 

performances. We all hope that you will be able to come on one of the days, because the children have been working very 

hard with their teachers to put on the concert. We hope also that as many parents as are able to will come to our Easter 

service at All Saints church. The final event which we hope many parents will attend is the Celebration Assembly for each of 

the key stages on the last day of term. All parents whose children are going to receive a certificate or a medal should receive a 

text from the office inviting them to attend.  

It would be lovely to see you at one or more of these events. 

On behalf of all my colleagues and myself, may I wish you and your families a very happy Easter 

 

 
M A Bainbridge 
Headteacher 

Easter Eggs and Tickets for the Cinema 

 
We shall be holding our usual raffle on the last day of term. 
The prizes will be Easter eggs donated by the staff. All money 
raised in this raffle will be spent buying new play equipment 
for the KS1 and KS2 playgrounds. This year, there is going to 
be an additional prize : hidden inside one of the eggs there will 
be a gift card, valued at £20, for tickets to the cinema in Read-
ing. I hope that everyone will put their name down for raffle 
tickets, and try to win an egg or the cinema tickets. 

Easter Service 

We shall be holding our school Easter service on Wednes-
day 5 April at All Saints Church. The whole school will  
walk up to the church, leaving school one year group at a 
time from about 1.15 onwards. The service will begin at 
1.45pm, and we shall walk back to school afterwards,  
arriving in time for the normal 3.05pm end to the school 
day. We think that it is an important part of children’s 
training for life after school that they go to different and 
sometimes unfamiliar places, and we shall expect them to 
be on their best behaviour and be a credit to their school. 
To transfer nearly 400 children from school to church and 
back is a major operation for us, and we should be     
grateful to have as many adult helpers as possible. If par-
ents can spare the time to help us, we shall be truly grate-
ful. Even with all the staff, we shall still need a great many 
parent helpers, especially for the little ones in KS1. If you 
could help, please let the office or your child’s teacher 
know. If parents can attend the service, even if they aren’t 
able to assist with transportation, it would be lovely, and 
the children would be really pleased to see you. 

Easter Holidays  

Break up – Thursday 6th  April  

Return to school – Monday 24th April  

Nursery  

Wednesday 5th April—Nursery break up for Easter Holidays  

Thursday 6th April—No AM or PM Nursery (this is due to the 

Nursery staff doing home visits and new nursery parents 

meeting.  

Monday 24th April—Nursery return 
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Choir 

The SMAS Samba Bateria played for the Marathon runners on     
Sunday 19th March and took part in a 1.5-hour marathon of their 
own!  Their stamina was amazing and won lots of lovely comments 
from by-standers and applause from the runners who included our 
own Mr Bell.   I am particularly proud of this group as, for the first 
time in SMAS Samba history, all of the members of the Bateria have 
mastered all of the instruments' different rhythms and all feel      
confident enough to perform an improvised solo-break.   A future 
Samba star also emerged on Sunday -  Emily, aged just 3  joined in 
on ganza and even performed a solo! 

School Uniform 

If purchasing new uniform for the summer, a reminder of 

our summer uniform: 

  Girls summer school dresses should be NAVY  

 checked/gingham and not light blue. 

  Boys can wear grey short trousers, not fashion 

 shorts. 

  No open-toed sandals 

  Trainers are for use in games or can be changed into 

 for lunchtime.  They are not to be worn to school or 

 throughout the day. 

  Long hair should be tied back. 

  No jewellery, apart from plain stud earrings, is 

 permitted. 

Clubs 

Next week, week beginning 27 March, is the last week for 
clubs this term. When we return after the Easter holiday, 
letters will be coming out for the clubs which will be 
running next term. Please look out for them. I am sorry to 
have to tell you that we shall be making a small charge for 
clubs when we come back after Easter. We are all very 
unhappy at having to do this, and I would love to be able to 
continue with free clubs for all. Unfortunately, however, 
our funds in school don’t give us the freedom to do this 
now. You will have heard and read much about the 
dreadful state of school finances nationally; we are all 
affected, and we have to make savings wherever we can in 
order to provide the education we want for your children. 
From next term, we shall be making a small charge for each 
club that your child attends. The charge will be £10 per 
club, per term. Most pupils only join one club, and we will 
try hard to ensure that everyone gets their first choice. As 
you will imagine, though, there are some clubs where 
places fill up quickly, so we shall ask you to nominate a 
second and third choice of club, in case your first choice 
doesn’t work. If we find that we have spaces in some clubs, 
after everyone has been allocated to a club, it will be 
possible for children to join a second one, on payment of a 
further £10 per term. One other thing – if a pupil doesn’t 
attend a club, for whatever reason, they will not be 
refunded, but if the school cancels, because the teacher is 
ill, or is called to a meeting, then the pupil will be credited, 
and the cost of the next term reduced accordingly. I hope 
this makes sense to you. If not, the ladies in the office will 
explain what you will have to pay. 

Prayer Meeting  

Our next prayer meeting will be on Wednesday 5th April at 8.50am 

in the Prayer Room.  

Year 6 - SAT’s Week—8th-11th May  

A reminder that Year 6 SAT week runs from Monday 8th May –  

Thursday 11th  May 2017.  Year 6 have been working hard to prepare 

for these tests.  Please avoid   booking any medical appointments 

during this week. 

Class Group Photographs 

The Photographer will be in on the following dates: 

Monday 27th March  - Reception, Y2, Y3, Y4 & Y5  

Tuesday 9th May - Nursery &  Y1  
Homework 

This term’s homework assignments of pupils in Y1-Y5 need 
to be brought to school by Tuesday 28 March, please, so 
that they can be displayed in the hall after school on 
Wednesday 29 March. We are grateful to parents for their 
help in bringing in these assignments, and taking them 
home at a later date. 



Reception  

In Reception we have been learning about number and the number system. We have been learning to order numbers  

One pupil created her own number line from 0 to 20 using post-it notes.  

Reception – we have also 

been enjoying reading our 

favourite books. We have 

been learning to look at the 

pictures and use our sounds 

to read the words. We’re 

getting much better at our 

tricky words!       

Mini Beast Hunt 



In nursery we have been taking advantage of the slight improvement in the weather to do lots of our learning 

outside. We have been developing our physical strength, rolling ourselves and tyres down the hill and climbing 

back up; balancing on the hammock without rolling out; climbing trees. 

To celebrate         

St. Patrick’s day we 

searched the woods 

for Leprechaun treas-

ure. We found three 

leprechauns hiding 

pots of treasure, which 

they kindly allowed us 

to eat! 

Nursery 


