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Dear Parents and Carers
What a scorcher it has been this week! School has been very hot, and I think we have all envied the members of Y4 who set
off on their camping trip on Wednesday. The fine weather is set to remain with us for a few more days, at least, so it’s very
important that the children bring in their water bottles, and keep themselves hydrated through the day. I’m sure they are all
looking forward to Sports Day next week, when they will be able to be out in the fresh air for part of the day. Last year, it was
lovely to see large numbers of parents coming in to support their children in their events, and I hope that there will be lots of
you with us on Monday.
You will see from the pictures and write-up, that our election was a complete success, and was no less exciting for our pupils
than the General Election was for the nation. In fact, I think there was more interest in our home-grown version than the real
thing. The school’s newly elected MP is coming to see me next week, with his team, to see how many of his manifesto
promises I can honour. This could be quite a challenge for me!
I hope you enjoy the rest of the newsletter, and are entertained by the photos.
With very best wishes from the staff and myself

M A Bainbridge

Samba Bateria at Reading Carnival

A big "well done" to the children of
the SMAS Samba Bateria, who were
invited to perform at Reading Carnival on Bank Holiday Monday. It was
rather daunting, as they had never
seen such a big crowd, let alone
played for one! It was a fantastic
experience with a lot of positive feedback from the Carnival organisers and
spectators alike - they have already
asked to book us in for next year.

SMAS Music Presents
Choir
Ensemble
Monday 19th June 2017

Sing & Play

Reception at 9am (PE kits to be worn to school)

Tone Chimes

Year 1 & Year 2 at 10am (PE kits to be worn to school)

IN CONCERT

Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 at 1pm

Thursday 13th July

(Year 3, 4 and 5 -uniform to be worn, PE kits to be brought to change into.
Year 6 - PE kit to be worn all day)

3.20pm
In the school hall

All children need to be dressed for the day in the appropriate sports kit (white shorts,
blue T-shirt with school’s logo and trainers/plimsolls).
The forecast is for it to be hot, sunny day, so please provide your child with a sunhat and
sun cream. Please apply sun cream prior to school on the morning of the event. This is
especially important for Reception and KS1. Children will need to make sure that they
keep hydrated while they are on the field so we will encourage them to take their water
bottles outside with them. There will be shady areas around the field, and we
recommend that, if anyone feels that they are overheating they go to the shady area.
Parents, guardians and family members are invited to come and support the children.
There will be a designated area for spectators. Lets make this year’s Sports Day
successful and enjoyable.

Social Media
A disturbing incident took place this week, involving inappropriate use of social media,
and Instagram in particular. I am still in the process of investigating the incident, and I
shall be contacting the parents in the year group which were involved as soon as I have
got to the bottom of it. For now, however, I would like to draw all parents’ attention to
the dangers of allowing children the freedom to use social media. Some parents that I
have spoken to have reassured me that they belong to a family network, whereby any
messages sent by their children can be accessed by parents. In that way, parents can
exercise parental control over the level and nature of usage. I would urge all parents to
do the same, because there is a danger that children are going online and using various
sites below the age at which it is permitted to use certain social media. The minimum
age for setting up an account with any of the main social media sites is 12, and that is
with parents’ permission. We are hearing of children messaging other children late at
night and very early in the morning – both times when children are not being supervised
by parents. Some children even go to the lengths of creating several profiles, where they
try to conceal their identity. This is a dangerous game to play, and I am very afraid that
children have no idea of how much they put themselves at risk by doing this. Please, if
you don’t already do so, take control of your children’s use of social media. At our end,
we are actively trying to arrange a talk for parents on safe use of social media. I hope we
shall be able to put this in place before the end of term.

Warm weather
With the warmer weather having arrived,
please make sure that you apply sun
cream before you bring your child to
school (as staff are unable to
do this). Please also make
sure your child has a sun hat
and water bottle in school.

The school disco was a brilliant success
and was enjoyed by all the children who
attended. We raised £404 which will go
towards school funds.

Please come along

New Clubs
I am very pleased to be able to tell you
that we have been in talks with a
company which runs breakfast clubs and
holiday clubs in schools. We have
negotiated what we think is a good deal
with them, with the result that we expect
to be providing breakfasts from
September onwards, and a holiday club
will run during weeks 1, 2, 5 and 6 of this
summer holiday. Attached to this
newsletter are a couple of flyers
promoting what the company will be
offering. Representatives from the
company will be coming into school
before the end of term when we hold the
Reception Parents’ Meeting, and I hope
that they will be able to be in the
playground at the end of the school day
on a couple of occasions to explain
further what they will be offering.
For anyone who may be concerned about
the future of the current after-school
club, in the light of this, I can reassure
you that the current club will continue,
with the same people running it as far as
I know. The only change will be that they
will run the club each day from school,
and no longer from the community
centre. So children will no longer have to
be collected and taken over the road, as
the club will run on our site. I hope you
will agree that this is a better option for
everyone.

The
Winning Party!

It was a hard fought election campaign here at St Marys and All Saints, but the victory went to Albie as
the candidate from the League of Nations. On behalf of the school, I would like to offer Albie and his
political party our congratulations. They created an interesting and relevant manifesto that ultimately
won over the electorate.
I would like to thank everyone who took part for the effort they put into making the election such a
success.
Mr Allaway

Vote counting!

