Number: 1

Date: September 2017

Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you all had a good summer, and were able to enjoy some quality time with your children, despite very uninspiring
weather for the most part. We are now a little over a week into the new school year, and already the holidays are just a
distant memory! We have settled back into our routine now, and our new pupils and new staff are establishing themselves in
school. They have all had an opportunity this week to meet you and introduce themselves, at the ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions.
If you weren’t able to manage the time we had made available, and missed the opportunity, Parents’ Evenings will be coming
up later on this term. There are always going to be teething problems at the start of the new school year, and I would like to
thank you for your patience and understanding.
There is a lot of work planned to the site over the next few weeks. The adventure playground has been removed, and the good
wood stored to be used eventually in the woodland area beyond the field. A new adventure playground should be going up
over the coming weeks, and I’m sure that will provoke a lot of excitement all round. Work will be starting in the next few
weeks to give the EYFS and KS1 areas a facelift too.
I must apologise to you that the dates for the new academic year were not published before we broke up. That will be
remedied when you receive this newsletter. School holiday dates were published a long time ago, across Reading, but you will
all need to know when we have allocated INSET days, so that holidays can be booked
I hope that there will be something of interest for everyone in the remaining items
With all good wishes from the staff and myself

Headteacher

School Arrival

Lates

Numbers of pupils arriving at school long before the
beginning of the school day are increasing. I am sorry to say
that this is against Health and Safety regulations. We are
happy to admit children on to the playing field from 8.30am
onwards, because we have sufficient staff able to volunteer
to supervise all the children. We do not have the means to
supervise children before 8.30am, and so this practice has
to stop. I have no choice but to say that, on H&S grounds,
pupils will not be allowed on school premises until that
time.

A reminder that the way a ‘Late’ mark is recorded on the
register has changed. If your child is late they will get ‘L’ if
they arrive before 9am. If they arrive after 9am they will now
get a ‘U’, which will affect their attendance percentage, and
could result in Educational Welfare contacting you. Arriving
late to class is extremely frustrating for your child and for the
rest of the class who have already started their lessons.
Please make a huge effort and make sure your child arrives in
school at 8.40am, so they can be in class on time ready to start
lessons.

The only exception to this will be those children who attend
Breakfast Club in the morning. Entry to Breakfast Club will
be via the Hall side door. Breakfast Club runs from 7.45 until
8.40am, and costs £4 per day. Payment should be made
online in advance, which makes it a very easy process, by
using this link:
https://booking.wearescl.co.uk/Front/Courses/Details/783

Footballs
May I remind everyone that it is not allowed to bring footballs
into school. Class footballs are handed out to pupils at
lunchtimes, so that each class has opportunities to play.

Year 2—Bournemouth Beach Trip
On Tuesday 12th September Year 2 visited Bournemouth to experience the delights of a traditional British seaside. First we
visited the life guards who told us all about what they do and how to be safe on the beach. After that we relaxed on the sand,
ate our lunch and made sandcastles whilst eating our lollies and then we went on Bournemouth Pier. All in all it was a great
day and we are extremely proud of how Year 2 conducted themselves on the trip!

Choir Auditions
Choir auditions for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be held at lunchtime on Tuesday 19th September. If your child wishes to audition
please go to the St Mary & All Saints music website: https://helentoole8.wixsite.com.smas-music, password: Assembly , click
on assembly songs and choose one verse of a song to practise.

