
Number:   7 Date: January 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Happy New Year, I hope you all had a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas and that the New Year has started well for you.   The 
beginning of term has been calm with pupils returning and settling into routine quickly.  Years 4, 5 and 6 have enjoyed trips to 
launch their new topics (more photos will be in the next newsletter).  We welcome Mrs Dunne & Mrs Norcutt to Reception – there 
will be a meet the teacher date announced shortly. 

We look forward to seeing you on a few occasions over the coming weeks; there will be an opportunity to Meet Nick Capstick (CEO) 
and Candida Hutchinson (Headteacher Designate) on Tuesday 16th January at 2.30pm and 6.30pm.  We have parent’s evenings on 
6th and 7th February and the PTA are relaunching on Thursday 8th February at 3.15pm and would be delighted to have your support 
at that event. 

Breaking News: School Council are organising a Film Night for Friday 2nd February (4-6pm) – profits from the sale of the tickets will 
go to their chosen charity SHINE.  They will be supported by the PTA who will be selling snacks and drinks.  Profits from the snacks 
and drinks will go to the school, via the PTA.  Further information will be released shortly, from the School Council about film 
night.  We look forward to seeing you at some/all of these events. 

Kind regards 

 

Gill Gooch - Acting Headteacher 

Important Information  

Visit from the Whitehorse Federation 

There will be an opportunity to meet Nick Capstick CEO and Candida Hutchinson Headteacher Designate from Whitehorse            
Federation on 16th January at 2.30pm and 6.30pm. In the meantime, you can find out about the work of the Trust and the schools 
they are involved with here:  https://thewhitehorsefederation.org.uk/  

Choir 

The Choir had a very busy festive season having been invited to sing both at the Coley Park Over 50s Christmas Party and at 
Abbeyfield Elderly Care Home.  They were all so impressed with the standard of singing that they don't want to wait until next 
Christmas to hear them again - we have agreed to try and do something for them in the Summer Term as well. 

Some of the Choir members (and a couple of former members from last year's Year 6) also joined us at the Baptist Church on 
Christmas Eve to sing a couple of special Christmas Carols.  They sang well and there was lots of praise from members of the 
congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thewhitehorsefederation.org.uk/


Year 6 

Class Group Photo & Individuals 

On Monday 15th January the 
photographer will be in school taking 
the Year 6 class group photograph and 
their individual photographs.  Please 
make sure your child is wearing their 
correct uniform. 

Reception Children —End of Day collecting 

In response to feedback from parents and with due regard to safeguarding concerns, 

from Monday 15th January Reception parents will be asked to collect their children from 

the internal classroom door. You MUST enter and leave the building through the same 

door children are currently using.       

Primary School Admissions– Reception 

September 2018 

Reminder—Nursery Parents, if your child 

is due to start school in September 2018, 

please make sure you have completed 

and returned their school application 

form to Reading Borough Council by 15th 

January 2018.   

 

 

 

Parents’ Evening will take place on Tuesday 

6th and Wednesday 7th  February.  Please 

make sure you return your reply slip and 

attend your appointment to find out about 

your child’s progress.  

February Half  Term Holiday 

February Half Term Holiday - Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 2018 

Inset Day - Monday 19th February    

Return to School – Tuesday 20th February  

The Book Fair will 

be coming to school 

from  Tuesday 6th 

February to Friday 

9th February.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always we are closely monitoring attendance with our Education Welfare Officer.    Please 

see results for each class so far this term.  Our weekly target is 96%. 

Please make sure that your child attends school every day and only keep them off for a 

genuine medical reason and ring the school office daily  with an update. Where   possible all 

medical appointments should be made before/after school. 

No ‘Leave of Absence’ is authorised.  

If your child is regularly late please try and make sure your child arrives on time, remember if 

your child arrives after 9am your they will be given code ‘U’ and this will affect their overall 

attendance.   

Congratulations to Dog Class, they are currently in the lead since returning to school at 98.3%. 

 

 

Attendance Term 3 

Kangaroo 96.2% 

Koala Bear 91.9% 

Penguin 93.1% 

Polar Bear 87.6% 

Cat  96.4% 

Dog  98.3% 

Ladybird 87/5% 

Caterpillar 97.1% 

Hamster 93.5% 

Turtle   98% 

Chinchilla 97.2% 

Squirrel 95.1% 

Tortoise 95/8% 

Parrot  91.3% 

Whole School  93.3% 

Clubs 

Clubs start again next week and will run up until  

week beginning 12th March.  A text will be sent if 

your child has been accepted into a Club.   

It is really important that you collect your child on 

time at the end of a club.   

PTA  General Meeting 

Thursday 8th February  

Please come along the PTA’s General Meeting on Thursday 8th February at 

3.15pm in the school hall. 

Everyone Welcome. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

On Wednesday 10th of January, we went on a school trip to Buster Ancient Farm in the countryside of the South Downs National 
Park, Hampshire. We were divided into two teams; the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. We learnt about the Anglo-Saxons and the 
Vikings as this links to our theme in History. Activities included; learning how to wattle (we made a fence that could also be used as a 
basic structure for a wall), we did some digging as archaeologists would have done in search for artefacts, we learnt how to write our 
initials in Anglo-Saxon and Norse runes using flint and chalk. We also made a string of wool (for a bracelet) from a clump of wool, by 
using a spinning technique that the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons would have used to make their clothes. I’m glad we’re not living in 
Saxon  times, as children our age were working on farms or training to fight! 



 

Year 3 

Year 3 combined their Literacy lessons and Science Topic  'Light and Shadow' to create their very own Shadow Puppet Theatres. The 
children learnt about sources of natural and man made light and how shadows are formed. Working in groups,  they selected a 
Nursery Rhyme and designed and produced puppets to act out the characters of their rhyme. Theatres were made from boxes and 
greaseproof paper and a lamp propped up behind to provide light. Each group performed their show for the rest of their class. I 
wonder if you can guess which Nursery Rhymes some of our groups performed from the pictures?' 

 

 

 

 

 

 


