
 
  

Welcome Back to school 
Welcome to 2020.  We may have only been back in 
school three weeks but already so much has 
happened.  I hope you enjoy reading about some of 
our exciting learning. 
 
This term we welcome new faces to the teaching 
staff team.  Mr Greenley re-joins the staff at our 
school as the teacher of Barn Owls and team leader 
in Year 4 and 5.  Mr Greenley is no stranger to 
SMAS as he began his career here and now returns, 
having gained leadership experience in Hampshire.  
 
We welcome also three new TAs. Replacing Mrs 
Goodluck in reception, who has become an Early 
Years Practitioner and changed roles within our 
school, is Miss Masterman. This term we also 
welcome Miss Mouncher who is working to support 
learning in KS1 and Mr Everitt who joins us in Year 
6. We also have two very competent final year 
trainee teachers, Miss Hannington in Year 3 and 
Miss Hill in Year 6 working alongside Mr Smith and 
Miss Stanbrook.  
 
You may have noticed that we have had a number 
of supply teachers in school recently and that I 
have been in class too.  This is to cover for a 
number of staff who are unwell at the moment.  I 
am sure you will join me in wishing them speedy 
recoveries.  
 
Regards,  
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Pencil Cases 

Please remember that we have decided that there is no 
need for children to bring any personal stationery items 
into school. This includes pencil cases. However, we will 
allow Year 6 to bring them if they wish in order to 
prepare for their transition to secondary school.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pantomime 

In the first week of term we welcomed M and M 

Productions, a superb theatre company, to 

perform Robin Hood for all the children from 

Reception class to Year 6.  This was enjoyed by 

all.  It was great fun and the first opportunity for 

some of our children to enjoy a pantomime.   I 

have already booked another performance for 

next Christmas and this time I have managed to 

secure a date before we break up! 

 



Highlights of Christmas 2019 @ SMAS 
 
Singing at the Abbey Ruins 

 

 
 

Y3 trip to hear the Trinity Band 

 

  
 
Singing at the mayors Civic Service 
 

   

 
Christingle 

   
 
Carol Service 

 
 

Our choir were invited to sing at the Mayor of 
Reading’s  Civic Service. It was a very special 
service and we enjoyed singing with two other 
schools.  

On a cold, wet evening in December Mrs Toole 
and Miss Butler took a small group of Year 3 
instrumentalists to hear a concert band play at 
Reading Abbey. They enjoyed hearing and seeing 
a wide range of instruments.  

We held a very moving carol service at All Saints church.  
All pupils form reception to Year 6 attended. It was a 
wonderful, happy occasion. Year 6 led the readings and 
many children performed in musical items. 

Christmas started by 
a very exciting 
outdoor concert at 
the abbey ruins. We 
particularly enjoyed 
the lights and 
fireworks! 

KS1 held a delightful 
Christingle service.  They 
enjoyed making their 
Christingles themselves and 
were so sensible with their 
candles.  



  

 

Exciting Learning 
We have been working hard to make our curriculum as 
relevant and exciting for our learners.  As principal I am 
always delighted to chat to the children about their 
learning and to visit classes to observe lesson. So here are 
some of the highlights from the past three weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 

IT learning at school and home 
At school we are so lucky to have an ICT suite.  Many 

schools have now lost theirs!  At the moment we are 

in the process of moving our suite from 20 computer 

stations to 30.  Aren’t’ our children lucky?  All the 

children are becoming more confident at logging on 

and using the computers by themselves.  In order to 

aid learning we have bought into an IT learning 

package called Purple Mash.  The children will be able 

to use this at home and also at school.  Please see the 

attached information sheet regarding their log ons. 

Shortly homework will include tasks on Purple Mash 

or a number of other electronic resources we have 

purchased.   
 

Reading and writing updates 
Phonics 
Thank you to those of you who came to our phonic 
workshops for parents last term.  
Reading  
Please can I remind all parents that reading to or with 
your children is vital regardless of what age they are.  
Even if your child is able to read fluently, they must 
still be heard or read to.  As a school we do not push 
our children enough to become excellent readers.  As 
a result, we will be working hard to provide better 
support for families to support their children and 
working on improving our school library. There is a 
huge amount of research which confirms that children 
who read well do better in school and ultimately have 
better life chances after school. Over the next few 
months you will probably become fed up of my push 
towards reading but I also hope you realise why I am 
doing so!  Really we must all work harder together to 
push reading at SMAS so no child gets left behind and 
so all our children do well in reading as it is the key to 
success in all areas of learning.  
Writing  
At the moment the teaching staff are having a 4 week 
long professional development opportunity led by the 
White Horse Federation school improvement team.  
Each week the staff are guided to implement some 
new teaching strategies and are then observed in class 
using these.  Then afterwards they are asked to come 
and share the work from their class to the other 
teachers. Well done to Joshua in Jay and Jemma in 
Barn Owls who had their work shared last week. 
 

 
 
 

 

Handwriting and presentation 
Your child may have informed you that at the start of term 
I launched a new system for gaining a pen.  This involved 
an assembly where I modelled good handwriting and 
presentation to all the children from Year 1 to Year 6. In 
fact, our new Penmanship award system involves working 
through 4 levels. Level 1 involves writing out a short four 
line poem.  This can be achieved from children as young as 
Year 1 and for this award the children can print.  By level 
2 we expect the children to be joining up their hand 
writing so that it is legible, consistent in size and 
appropriately orientated.  By this I mean sitting, standing 
or situated below the line.  Your child can tell you exactly 
what this means. Once the children gain Penmanship 2 
they may write in a pen. Penmanship 3 and 4 are much 
longer and harder poems and once they receive 
Penmanship 4 they can use a fountain pen for their 
neatest work.  
 

Y3 enjoyed making 
Roman artefacts and 
enacting a Roman 
battle. They were a 
sight to see as I walked 
through the corridors! 

Year 6 have also been enjoying learning in history. They visited 
Lincolnsfield a world war centre in Hertfordshire to learn more. 
 

   Healthy Hearts are the topic of science in Y6 at the moment, so they have     
been investigating for themselves! 

 


