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MAGAZINE DEADLINE for June/ July issue 

As always, if you have any thoughts on or contributions for the next issue, 

please email stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com or talk to Philip 

Cook or Lee Hawkness-Smith. 

Disclaimer: The Editor reserves the right to edit. 

The magazine is distributed widely, to local residents, companies, the 

Bishop’s House and the Archive Office amongst other places. 

If you want to advertise with us, please use the contact email address as above. 

£65 for A6, £40 for A7, one-offs up to A7 set at £30. 
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.Contact Details 
All Saints Church, Downshire Square RG1 6NN 

St Mark Church, Cranbury Road RG30 2TA 
www.achurchnearyou.com/parish/270461 

 
OFFICE: Mrs Wendy Smith 0118 950 2620; allsaintsreading@gmail.com 
1.45pm – 4pm, Mondays and Fridays. (Printing services available) 

Magazine: stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com 
Libby Hawkness-Smith Philip Cook     

Sunday Service Times (All Saints) (St Mark) 

11am: Parish Mass (sung) 9am: Parish Mass (sung) 
3.30pm: Family Service (fortnightly) 
6pm: Evening Worship  

Vicar  

Rev Jo Williams  
0118 957 2000  
revdjowilliams@gmail.com   

Readers  
Mrs Sylvia Cummins Dr Diana Matthews 
0118 957 5049 0118 958 2108 
roncummins139@sky.com diana.matthews49@gmail.com  

Churchwardens (All Saints) (St Mark) 
David McLuckie 0118 9546214 Norma Parris 0753 392 8073 

Liz Sandford  Pat Alleyne 0776 991 5177 

liz.sandford@talktalk.net  

Hall Managers (All Saints) (St Mark) 
Ivor Snape (07796 501714) Sharon Hyman (0770 752 3617) 
ivor.snape04@virgin.net st.mark.church.hall@gmail.com  
Main hall £30/ hour Hall £16/ hour (normal groups) 
Downshire room £18/ hour Hall £9.50/ hour (registered charities only)  

We’re online! 

www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsReading 

www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-all-saints 

www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-st-mark 

 

Worshipping God, sharing love, building communities and growing faith through 

Jesus. 

mailto:allsaintsreading@gmail.com
mailto:stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com
mailto:roncummins139@sky.com
mailto:diana.matthews49@gmail.com
mailto:ivor.snape04@virgin.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsReading
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-all-saints
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-st-mark
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Forthcoming Events 
Contributed by Jackie John 

The following are events that are happening in the parish 

over the next few months. We hope you can join u s at 

some (all?) of them… 

 

April 

Saturday 14
th
   St Mark’s Jumble Sale 

Sunday 22
nd

  St Georges Day with the Scouts at St Mark’s  

Monday 23
rd
 Open Group 7.30pm Downshire Room. Seamus 

Jenning’s will be talking about ‘And there were roses – 

growing up in the Northern Ireland Troubles’ 

Sunday 29
th
 Joint service 10am at All Saints - followed by the Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting. Come along and find out 

more about the parish! 

 

May 

Saturday 12
th
  Tea at Claridges, 3.00pm Downshire Room 

Saturday 12
th
  Quiz Night, 7.00pm Main Hall 

Monday 28
th
 Open Group, 7.30pm Downshire Room. David Goodwin 

will be talking about ‘Famous people I met in WWII’ 

 

June 

Saturday 2
nd

  Cats Protection jumble sale 

Friday 8
th
 Plant sale – All Saints 3-7pm 

Saturday 9
th
  Plant sale – 10-1pm All Saints 

Saturday 9
th
  Jumble sale – All Saints 1.30-3.30pm 

Monday 25
th
 Open Group, 7.30pm Downshire Room. Joy Crowther 

will be talking about ‘Reminiscing – war years’ 

Saturday 30
th
 All Saints Summer Fair  
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Archbishop of Canterbury's Sermon at General Synod 

09/02/2018 

 

If we look back to Old Testament 

reading (Leviticus 25:2-7), we might 

ask the question: if the land should 

have a holiday, then should robots 

have holidays? 

I can see you are puzzled. Quite 

rightly. This is the wrong question to 

be asking. It’s a mechanistic 

response to that passage from 

Leviticus. This isn’t really what the 

passage is driving at. It is not 

primarily about the mechanics of 

farming. Rather, it is about who we 

are as human beings, and how we 

relate to the world within which we 

exist. It’s about what we value, and 

what matters to us. 

Here, the people have entered the 

promised land. They have a bright 

new future ahead of them. They are 

full of hope and expectations. They 

were once slaves, tilling the fields for 

others to benefit. Then they 

wandered in the desert, with only 

manna and quail sent from heaven. 

So when they got into the Promised 

Land it must have been so tempting, 

as they looked out on their farms, to 

say “This is mine, and I will make the 

most out of it. I will take it and work it 

and till it and never be hungry again.” 

Echoes of the parable of the rich 

fool. 

And of course, there is nothing 

wrong with working hard, and 

providing. The Bible is utterly 

pragmatic and realistic about human 

need. The people need the produce 

of the land. Giving land a rest makes 

good economic sense; we know this 

from agronomics. In the verses that 

follow, God tells the people how they 

will eat in the year of Sabbath. But 

here, on the threshold of the 

Promised Land, God reminds them 

of one of the enduring aspects of sin: 

the temptation to reduce the land, 

and people around them, to their 

economic value. (I’m sure you won’t 

be surprised if I say economics is 

good. I love to live down to my 

stereotypes.) Economics is good; 

farming is good. But the people need 

to remember the bigger picture. 

First, the land belongs to God, and is 

simply entrusted to them - to us. If 

the people lose their sense of 

direction, stop following God, then 

the land will ‘vomit them out’. Quite a 

scary prospect, and a reminder that 

the land and the environment are not 
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simply inanimate, insensate things 

for us to fashion. They have life 

within them and they can reject us as 

we can reject them. In a fragile 

ecosystem, human actions and 

choices have consequences that are 

felt both in interpersonal 

relationships, and in the relationship 

with our environment, the 

ecosystem. 

 

Archbishop Winston (Primate of 

Aotearoa, New Zealand and 

Polynesia, pictured above) speaks 

often at Primates’ Meetings of living 

in a part of the world where rising 

sea is a consequence of the ill-

treatment of the environment - and 

not by their fault, but by principally 

the global North’s, the sea will vomit 

them out of the land. It’s a reality. 

Second, the people depend on God, 

now in the Promised Land, just as 

they had in the desert. No different. If 

God could feed them in the desert, 

then God can feed them now. There 

is no need to overwork - perhaps a 

lesson for some of us here - or 

oppress the land, or one another; 

another lesson. The land is a partner 

for the people: it’s not simply to be 

used, but to be respected, cared for 

and enjoyed. As human beings, we 

are always part of something bigger 

than ourselves: family, society, 

economy, the natural world - and in 

redemption, the people of God, the 

priesthood collectively that points the 

way to God. A holy nation, to declare 

the wonderful words of him who 

called us out of darkness into his 

marvellous light. This passage 

invites us to think about how we 

choose - choose - to relate healthily, 

in a way that goes beyond utilitarian 

or determinist concerns. 

Now today we may not live in an 

agrarian society. At least, we may 

not. Archbishop Thabo (Primate of 

Southern Africa), Bishop Humphrey 

(Moderator and Primate in the 

Church of Pakistant) and Archbishop 

Winston (all pictured below) know 

what an agrarian society looks like. 

It’s that of half the world. And very 

few of us here - though some - have 

control over farming, crop rotation or 

choices over how to deal with the 

land around us; though in many 

parts of the Church of England we 

work constantly among those who 

do. We live with them and hear their 

pains and their sufferings. We seek 

to serve and love them. And it is a 

major challenge for our country: how 

do we treat the land? And as we face 

Brexit and coming out of the 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

this is a once in a generation - two 

generation, three generation - 

opportunity, going perhaps back 

beyond the First World War, beyond 

the point where farming was to 

oppress the land to the necessary 
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point because we couldn’t import 

because of submarines, or because 

to treat the land in different ways 

because of the CAP. This is a time 

for reimagining - and reimagining in 

hope. 

 

But this passage begs us to go 

beyond the land. For them, the land 

was the primary locus of the 

economy, of creativity and 

productivity. Thinking of today, what 

are the other things that we can think 

of, that we use as tools or servants 

rather than partners with whom we 

can work? The economy, industry, 

human intelligence, artificial 

intelligence (AI)… Bishop Stephen 

Croft is doing astonishing work on a 

select committee in the House of 

Lords on AI. I hope you will have the 

benefit of hearing from him at some 

point because it is one of the most 

consuming challenges of the next 

forty or fifty years. 

I read a fascinating article last week 

about automation and advances in 

artificial intelligence. It is easy to feel 

a great sense of doom at the thought 

of increasing what is done by 

machines, better and faster. But that 

is not what was fascinating. What 

was fascinating, was the reflection 

on what cannot be done by 

machines, because some things do 

not benefit from being done faster, or 

on a bigger scale. There are many 

things in life for which faster is 

worse. Where quality means more 

than productivity, where time, rather 

than quantity or money is the primary 

currency. So, for instance, the 

provision of social care. Automation 

would never help. Doing more, and 

faster would not help. Slowing down 

is what is needed, because it brings 

the dignity of the human person to 

the centre. 

I heard this wonderful story from a 

colleague recently. One of her 

parishioners, Mary, was 103 years 

old, and quite an extraordinary lady. 

She was full of joy, with a wicked 

sense of humour, and a great 

observer of people. She was blind, 

mostly deaf, and very frail, but still 

lived on her own, with no family 

around. After a bout of pneumonia, 

the local hospital insisted that she 

could only go home if she agreed to 

have carers come in. Mary was not 

impressed, but bowed under the 

pressure and agreed to carers 

coming in to help her wash and 

dress and so on. With immense 

pressures on the care system, as we 

all know, the carers only had a very 

short amount of time, and so Mary 

decided to do care her way. 

Every morning, she set up her alarm, 

and got herself up, washed and 
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dressed before they arrived. She put 

the kettle on, made a cup of tea, and 

sat down for a chat with the carers, 

morning and evening. She could 

have done with practical help, but 

what she needed most was 

companionship time, and the space 

to feel that she could contribute to 

someone else’s welfare too. And so 

the carers benefited – by having a 

rest in a busy day, and being loved 

as people. Slowing down and 

focusing on the bigger picture 

enabled Mary and her carers to 

discover something more precious 

about each other – to build 

relationships, to enjoy one another, 

and create something valuable 

between them. 

It is easy for us, for each of us here, 

for the whole Church, to be drawn 

into the urgency of the world in which 

we live, and its constant demands to 

engage with deep, pressing and 

essential issues. It was easy for the 

Israelites to ignore the need for 

relationship with the gift of the land, 

and the God therefore who had 

gifted it. 

 

Yet the call of God is to always look 

deeper, and assign things to their 

proper place. We see this in the 

encounter between Jesus and an 

unnamed woman with an alabaster 

jar, in the Gospel of John. The 

woman anoints Jesus with perfume 

so expensive it would have paid 

someone’s salary for a year. The 

disciples are rightly outraged. How 

could she not see the monetary 

value of the perfume? Did she not 

think about those around her, in 

need of help? Jesus unexpectedly 

diverts the disciples thinking away 

from utilitarian thoughts, however 

justified and worthy. Instead he 

points them to the deeper meaning 

of his encounter with a woman. He 

gives her dignity and worth. And he 

points to the way in which she has 

given him dignity and worth, and 

performed something deeply 

meaningful, even though it was not 

quantifiable or useful. Quality and 

relationship were what mattered. 

And so we come full circle, back to 

Leviticus: God’s call on us to partner 

with the world around us, to go 

beyond relationships dictated by 

need or control or fear or party, and 

ask ourselves: what do we value 

most? How do we develop quality in 

our interactions with one another, 

and with the world in which God has 

made our home? How do we follow 

in the footsteps of Christ, who 

modelled complete engagement with 

the world and people around him, yet 

never let his imagination, vision and 

action be constrained or diminished? 
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Riding Through a Snowy Landscape 
Contributed by Andreas Lindholm 

Somewhere in Sweden, 

A lorry drives through a snowy landscape. 

What is behind the next bend? 

Roads, towns, communities – 

A place to long for or maybe dream from 

One thing I know for sure – 

I am carried by a God who can move the mountains. 

 

 
 

 

 

   

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will 

be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the 

bones you have crushed rejoice. 

Psalm 51:7-8 
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Billy Graham 1918 – 2018 
Contributed by Philip Cook 

 

Many of us will remember Billy 

Graham as being inspirational in our 

Christian journey - he may even 

have been instrumental in our 

journey. There was no doubting his 

message and challenge. To hear him 

on the radio or in person was an 

electrifying experience where one 

became rivetted and almost fearful 

(and sometimes tearful too). 

My schooling was Christian-based 

and as such I remember a coach 

party, organised by the Chaplain, 

going from Ramsgate to one of the 

London venues where Billy was 

speaking. This was not my time and, 

anyway, I thought that I was a 

Christian already. 

 

At age 25 and in August of 1973 Billy 

lead a 5-day teaching and 

evangelism week for 10,000 young 

people based in Earls Court arena 

(Spiritual Re-Emphasis) – Spree’73. 

My university converts encouraged 

me to enrol and it coincided with my 

work holidays. I found the seminars 

and subsequent action exhilarating if 

not a little frightening; I was out of 

my depth but managing to swim a 

little as I had the advantage of 

knowing many Bible texts and stories 

if not the evangelical ones e.g. 

(Jesus says) ‘ye must be born 

again’; ‘I am the Way, the Truth and 

the Life’. 

 

That was the daytimes. The 

evenings were something else! I had 

never been to a seated/standing 

event at anywhere like Earls Court 

with so many people. The nearest 

would have been the Royal 

Tournament or pop concerts like the 

Hammersmith Odeon (The Beatles). 

I found myself each night getting 

there early and sitting on the floor 

very near the rostrum with a mindset 

that was, at the very least, 

sympathetic to what was being 
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preached. The acoustics and 

amplification were ideal for such an 

encounter. Billy Graham’s delivery 

(he had practised preaching to trees 

I believe) was loud, clear, concise, 

exact with due pauses where the 

message almost echoed. He was 

slow at times, racy at others. “The 

Bible says…” The sermons were not 

necessarily short. Spree’73 was a 

teaching week yet Billy was not 

going to miss an opportunity (to give 

opportunity) for us to cross that 

bridge of faith. That message was 

supported by Cliff Richard who for 

several nights appeared on the 

rostrum and spoke and san. I was 

spellbound every night and I’m not 

sure what sort of commitment I made 

each night, but every one of them 

was a stepping stone to a depth of 

faith that is part of me today. And the 

‘standing up/going forward’ DOES 

help. Does it matter that the Billy 

Graham Evangelistic Association 

made things rather slick? I think not. 

Jesus cared for his disciples, he 

gave spiritual direction to new 

converts. In the same way there 

didn’t seem anything wrong in having 

appropriate music sung beautifully 

when it was make-your-mind-up-

time. ‘Just as I am without one 

plea…’ still moves me when it’s sung 

in one of our churches or Judy’s 

concerts. Finding someone 

alongside you if you went forward 

even closer to the rostrum to pray 

with/for you was reassuring and not 

pushy. It was most certainly 

emotional and that triggers some of 

our heart reactions throughout our 

lives – our grieving, our joy, our 

giving, our commitment, our asking 

for forgiveness, our love, our giving 

of our lives to someone else. 

 

When out of the atmosphere of the 

event it didn’t seem disrespectful to 

mimic some of Billy’s catchphrases 

or procedures, after all they became 

very predictable.  I recall some of 

them here because they all ‘worked’ 

and were part of our being called to 

be Holy. “How many of you have got 

your Bibles? Hold them up. I’ve 

never seen so many Bibles!”; “You 

may be a Sunday School teacher, 

you may be a choir member, you 

may have just come in off the street 

tonight to see what’s going on – but 

you’ve never given your heart to 

Jesus. Tonight you have the 

opportunity…”; “I’m asking you to 

bow your heads, every head bowed, 

every eye closed”. “I’m going to ask 

you get up out of your seats…Come 

now, down to the front, from every 
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gallery, there’s no hurry, the coaches 

will wait!” I suppose Billy was a sort 

of hero for many of us (though he 

would have hated that thought) but 

he was a hero that didn’t fall from 

grace like so many of us do. I’m sure 

he once said that there were three 

things that the Devil would want to 

tempt preachers with - sex, money 

and power. History will probably say 

that Billy managed to avoid all three. 

 

The culmination of Spree’73 was a 

rally at Wembley Stadium. Again, 

this was a first for me as I am no 

football fan. We filled the stadium 

and the pitch to hear Graham preach 

and Johnny Cash sing.  The purpose 

of the Stadium event was to bring 

along those who had been spoken to 

on the streets and in our lodgings 

over the week to hear the Gospel 

message again. I have no idea how 

‘successful’ this was but the stadium 

was pretty full, and Billy was more in 

his element here than in the teaching 

situation of the 5 weeknights. The 

loudspeakers here really did echo 

which somehow reinforced the 

staccato sentences from the Bible 

emanating from Billy’s lips. Hell was 

not a dirty word but a real 

choice/decision. 

Roll on sixteen years to 1989 and I 

was back at Earls Court with my 

brother to hear the good news. 

Absolutely no change in the format 

of the crusade part – tried and tested 

and backed up by local London 

churches who would ease any new 

convert or seeker into their parish 

life. I think my brother ‘went forward’, 

though he doesn’t remember it (and I 

would have gone forward to stand 

alongside him). My brother may be 

no further forward as a result of 1989 

but God gives us our moments and 

sometimes He is generous and gives 

us lots of ‘moments’ for decision. 

Again, the 1989 crusade used 

Wembley as the zenith of the week. 

The pitch was in full use but as the 

thunder clouds gathered and burst 

we (my eldest son aged 6 and 

myself) headed for the perimeter and 

the hope of the stadium roof 

protection. “How great Thou art…” 

we sang, and then “…I hear the 

rolling thunder…Thy power 

throughout the universe displayed”. 

The thunder didn’t exactly roll but 

nearer an almighty bang and some 

of the loudspeakers went out. Billy 

had preached in worse I am sure. 

With raincoat on he belted out His 

message – I used capital ‘H’ 

because I believe that the Lord can 

use us as vehicles. Asked by a friend 

what Billy had said a few days later, 

my son replied “quite a lot”! This was 

true if not a verbatim report. 
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Billy Graham Has Finished Well 
By Quinn Graham 

This tribute to honour the life and legacy of Billy Graham was written by one of his 

great grandchildren, Quinn Graham, aged 12. To find out more, see 

https://billygraham.org.uk/p/billy-graham-finished-well-tribute. 

 

It’s an old picture of Daddy Bill 

He is preaching to hundreds, maybe even thousands of people. 

With his eyes looking straight at you, 

And his Bible in his left hand. 

He is pointing to you with his right hand 

And preaching the Word of God to you. 

This black and white picture 

Shows Daddy Bill doing what he loved to do 

What God called him to do: 

Preaching the Truth of Jesus Christ. 

We have lost a loved one, 

Loved by millions 

Because he loved millions – 

Billy Graham. 

He has done an inspiring job of preaching God’s Word. 

He never took a break from God’s Word, 

He never gave up on trying to reach people across the world. 

He went everywhere to preach the Word of God . . . 

If there was one person across the world who didn’t know the Word of God 

Billy Graham would do anything to get him saved, 

Because one person saved could mean that his whole family gets saved. 

No matter what happened to Billy Graham 

He would never give up on God’s purpose for him; 

He has preached in person to over 200 million people. 

That means 1/30th of the whole world has heard him . . . 

Today we dedicate this day to Daddy Bill, 

For he is now with his Lord and Savior, 

For he has finished well . . . 

  

https://billygraham.org.uk/p/billy-graham-finished-well-tribute
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The Revd Stuart Tanswell 

Former Server at All Saints, Reading 

 

Greetings from Stuart, Natalie and 

Bridget Tanswell to everyone at St. 

Mark and All Saints. Stuart was at All 

Saints from 1988 until going off to 

train for ordination in 2005, and was 

involved at St. Mark from 2000. 

 

Stuart was born in Reading, 

Berkshire. After a degree in 

Cybernetics and Computer Science 

from the University of Reading, and 

a career in IT support and 

consultancy, he trained for ordination 

at Ripon College Cuddesdon and 

spent time on exchange at the 

College of the Transfiguration, 

Grahamstown.  

 

Stuart was ordained deacon at Truro 

Cathedral in 2008, and priest at the 

parish church of Ss Cyriacus and 

Julitta, Luxulyan, in 2009 - serving a 

curacy in the parishes of St Blazey, 

Luxulyan, and Tywardreath between 

2008 and 2011.  

 

Since July 2011 Stuart was vicar at 

St John's. In addition to his duties in 

the parish he was a member of 

Guildford Diocesan Synod, and the 
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Guildford branch of the Society of 

Catholic Priests. He was also 

involved with the London clergy 

branch of On Fire Mission (an Anglo-

Catholic and charismatic 

organisation), which you may have 

read about in a previous parish 

magazine.  

Outside of church, Stuart is 

interested in music (playing various 

instruments), theme parks, 

technology, and football (being a 

long-suffering Reading fan). Stuart is 

married to Natalie (a fellow Reading 

FC fan), and they have a daughter, 

Bridget. 

Stuart has recently been appointed 

as Rector of St Michel du Valle, 

Guernsey. Natalie, Bridget, and will 

be moving over Easter. He'll be 

licensed as Priest in Charge on 

Wednesday 11/4 and inducted as 

Rector on Thursday 14/6. 

Address is Vale Church Rectory, 

L'Abbaye, Vale, Guernsey, GY3 

5SF. Email is stuart@tanswell.net. 

 

  

mailto:stuart@tanswell.net
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REinspired 
Contributed by Libby Hawkness-Smith 

 

REinspired is a Christian 

organisation that operates across the 

Reading area and further afield as 

well. It was set up over 10 years ago 

as a Christian response to inviting 

children and young people to find out 

more about the Christian story 

through their core school curriculum, 

and I have had the privilege of 

volunteering with them across all age 

groups since I first moved to 

Reading in 2010. The nearest group 

to our parish is headed up by Mary 

Day (Andrew Day’s mum) from St. 

Matthew’s Southcote and visits 

Southcote Primary School. The 

following is an extract from their 

website.  

I’ve loved visiting schools with 

REinspired over the last 8 years, and 

have got out more than I put in. I’ve 

made great friendships with other 

volunteers, grown my faith and learnt 

a lot about youth work. It’s a great 

organisation and I widely 

recommend getting involved. 
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REinspired is formerly the Churches 

Together in Earley and East Reading 

(CTEER) Schools Project. The 

project has been operating since the 

late 1990s and it has been a 

registered charity and a company 

limited by guarantee since 2004. 

As a charity, we act to advance 

religion, in particular the Christian 

religion, through education by 

enabling local churches to support 

local school communities in the 

religious education and spiritual 

development of their pupils. We 

began working in the areas of Earley 

and East Reading. 

Our aim both locally and nationally is 

to see the spiritual development and 

religious education of school pupils 

enhanced by creative engagement 

with people of faith from their local 

community in an educational 

framework. 

Locally, we work with 11 primary 

schools and one secondary school to 

support the religious education and 

the spiritual development of their 

pupils. Our 80 volunteers and clergy 

from more than 15 CTEER churches 

currently deliver over 60 curriculum-

driven RE sessions on Christianity to 

local schools annually. 

Beyond Earley and East Reading, 

we encourage and enable churches 

across the country to do what we do 

locally – through training and 

mentoring programmes, by 

equipping them with proven session 

plans and resources, and by building 

a network of local projects able to 

support each other and develop and 

share new practice. 

For more information, see 
www.reinspired.org.uk, or contact 
0118 966 3929 or 
office@reinspired.org.uk.
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Lent Lunches 
Contributed by Norma Parris 

On February 28th, the St. Mark team were delighted to host their first Lent Lunch 

in a number of years. We were mindful of keeping to the high standards of our 

sister church All Saints with their delicious home-made soups and, as the hour 

approached, and, given the cold weather, we were fearful that not many would 

attend. Our fears were proven groundless as we had a turnout of 22, thanks to the 

amazing support from both churches.  Lent Lunch is a frugal meal as we give up 

our excesses 

and 

contemplate 

our lives 

through 

prayer.  For 

us it is also a 

time to meet, 

chat and discuss a variety of 

amazing meat free soups made 

with a few key ingredients whilst 

raising funds for a worthy cause. 

All welcome to join us next year. 
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? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  
 

Travelling Quiz 
Contributed by Ron Cummins 

Most of the questions below are (vaguely) related to different parts of the world. 

See how many you can answer, and, for bonus points, see if you can work out the 

link to each question with another part of the world. Answers (minus the link) on 

page 21. 

1. Orsina, Olivia, Viola, Malvolio and Feste are characters in which 
Shakespeare play? 

2. Who said ‘I love Mickey Mouse more than any woman I’ve ever known’? 

3. What was Oscar Wilde’s only novel? 

4. Which Bronte sister lived the longest? 

5. On which river is Montreal situated? 

6. What are the young of bats called? 

7. Which birds of prey have acute hearing, binocular vision and heads which 
can turn 180 degrees?   

8. In which city was the world’s first underground railway built? 

9. Saddlebacks, Tamworths and Gloucesters are all types of which animal? 

10. In which European city would you find the famous white horses of the 
Spanish Riding School? 

11. Of which royal house dynasty was Elizabeth I the last monarch? 

12. Which animals live in a holt? 

13. After which saint is the main square in Venice named? 

14. Lady’s Slipper is a variety of which flower? 

15. Dunkery Beacon is the highest peak in which British National Park? 

16. What is the second most common gas in the atmosphere? 

17. Calcium Carbonate is more familiarly known as what? 

18. The city of New Orleans stands on which river? 

19. In the Bible, who was one of King David’s‘ wives and mother of King 
Solomon? 

20. In which building in London is the Jerusalem Chamber? 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?  
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Fairtrade 
 

 

At a recent PCC meeting, we spent a 

while talking about the difference 

between Fairtrade, Rainforest 

Alliance, Utz and Ethical Tea 

Partnership, as we are re-

considering our commitment to 

Fairtrade, and decided to ensure that 

our drinks and sugar served at 

church would be fairly traded. If 

you’d like to know more, please talk 

to Rev Jo Williams and Liz Sandford. 

In the meantime, please find below 

information about Fairtrade 

according to the Fairtrade UK 

website: www.fairtrade.org.uk/What-

is-Fairtrade/Who-we-are. 

Fairtrade is a global movement with 

a strong and active presence in the 

UK, represented by the Fairtrade 

Foundation. Fairtrade is a global 

movement with a strong and active 

presence in the UK, represented by 

the Fairtrade Foundation. Fairtrade 

is a movement for change that works 

directly with businesses, consumers 

and campaigners to make trade 

deliver for farmers and workers. 

The international Fairtrade system 

(which the Fairtrade Foundation is a 

part of) represents the world's largest 

and most recognised fair trade 

system. We are a global organisation 

working to secure a better deal for 

farmers and workers. 

 

The Fairtrade Foundation is an 

independent non-profit organisation 

that focuses on four key areas of 

work in the UK: 

 We provide independent 

certification of the trade 

chain for products and 

license the use of the 

FAIRTRADE Mark on 

products  

 We help in growing demand 

for Fairtrade products and 

empowering  producers to 

sell to traders and retailers 

 We find new ways of 

working with our partners to 

support producer 

organisations and their 

networks 
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 We raise awareness of the 

need for Fairtrade to the 

public and the significant 

role  of Fairtrade in making 

trade fair 

Our hundreds of Fairtrade Towns, 

Faith Groups, Schools and 

Universities and committed 

supporters are vital in helping us 

realise our vision of fair trade. 

Fairtrade is a simple way to make a 

difference to the lives of the people 

who grow the things we love. We do 

this by changing the way trade works 

through better prices, decent working 

conditions and a fair deal for farmers 

and workers in developing countries. 

Fairtrade is unique. We work with 

businesses, consumers and 

campaigners. Farmers and workers 

have an equal say in everything we 

do. Empowerment is at the core of 

who we are.   

We have a vision: a world in which 

all producers can enjoy secure and 

sustainable livelihoods, fulfil their 

potential and decide on their future. 

Our mission is to connect 

disadvantaged producers and 

consumers, promote fairer trading 

conditions and empower producers 

to combat poverty, strengthen their 

position and take more control over 

their lives. 

Creator God, 

You created a beautiful world for all 

your children. As we taste and smell 

the fruits of this creation help us to 

remember those who farm the land 

to grow them. Help us live in a 

partnership of love and support  

with those who produce our food and 

drink so that we might enable others 

to feed their families and create a 

sustainable future.  

Amen 
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Partnership for Missional Church 

 

The PCC decided to take the 

opportunity to get involved in 

Partnership for Missional Church 

(PMC), a new initiative organised 

locally by Church Mission Society 

(CMS) and the Diocese of Oxford. A 

steering team has been appointed, 

and the first meetings were held at 

the beginning of this year. The team 

have been busy planning, thinking, 

dreaming and praying about what 

the future of our churches and parish 

might look like, and there will be a 

series of questionnaires and 

interviews conducted in the summer. 

In the meantime, please read on for 

more information about PMC as 

written by CMS. 

Partnership for Missional Church is 

not quick. It’s not easy. It’s not 

something you can do alone. You 

could say the same things about 

freedom. And that’s what we want 

churches to find: freedom in God’s 

mission. To understand how God is 

at work and to feel the joy of joining 

in. "It’s a wonderful journey that 

helps churches discover a sense of 

purpose, discern the call of God, and 

engage in joyful, hopeful mission in 

their local communities". Rt Rev Paul 

Butler, Bishop of Durham 

With so many churches under 

pressure to grow more, give more, 

do more – we want to help them 

discover: 

 The release that comes from 

truly relying on God 

 The liberty that comes from 

taking the time to listen 

 The confidence that comes 

from genuinely connecting with 

your community 

 The impact of innovating, risk-

taking and not being afraid to 

experiment 

 The lightness of living out your 

call as a church 

I'm enthusiastic about Partnership for 

Missional Church because it's aimed 

at getting deep culture change in a 

congregation – it's not a quick fix – 

and I'm enthusiastic because of the 

change I've seen in me and in the 

people around me who have been 

part of the journey”. Rt Rev Andrew 

Proud, Bishop of Reading 

Partnership for Missional Church is 

not a course. It’s not a programme. 

It’s not prescriptive. Then how does 

it work? Partnership for Missional 

Church is a three-year process. See, 

we told you it wasn’t quick – that’s 

kind of the beauty of it. And that’s 

why you’ll see such deep change. 

The PMC journey involves clusters 
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of 12-15 local congregations meeting 

together regularly. 

 

The first phase is all about listening, 

paying attention and discovering 

where God is already at work. 

Specific spiritual practices are 

introduced that help point people 

towards being naturally missional 

rather than doing mission activities. 

The second phase focuses on 

experimenting. Based on what 

churches discover about themselves 

and their communities in phase one, 

the next step is to take some mission 

risks and learn from both what works 

well and what doesn’t. This is all 

done with people in the local 

community, not just ‘for’ them. 

Phase three is focused on 

recognising God’s particular mission 

call for your church and figuring out 

how you are going to put it into 

action. The outcomes will look 

different for each congregation. 

“[Five years ago] we were a forlorn 

and wounded church…saying a 

collective ‘woe is me’ in the face of a 

declining congregation and changed 

community. PMC enabled us to 

acknowledge where we were and 

who our neighbours are. By listening 

to God, each other and our 

neighbours we came to the 

realisation that the way forward was 

to come out from behind our 

churchyard walls and engage with 

our neighbours of all faiths. They are 

all there to be loved and by that we 

will show the Kingdom of God at 

work”. Viv Froggatt – St Mary’s 

Humberstone 

The journey might not be for 

everyone. We don’t want to sugar-

coat it: getting deep culture change 

can be tough and moving towards 

freedom in mission can be scary for 

some. We have seen people give up. 

But those who have stuck with the 

PMC journey have seen real growth 

in things like worship attendance and 

numbers of people turning to Jesus. 

Furthermore, they’ve seen many 

people who aren’t clergy become 

empowered for leadership and get 

more involved, which helps churches 

thrive. And together, churches have 

developed creative, innovative and 

effective ways of making God’s 

dreams for their communities come 

true. 

So if you are serious about wanting 

to see real transformation, if you’re 

ready to delve deeper into God’s 

word and if you are willing to trust 

him as your primary partner in 

mission, then get in touch with 

Church Mission Society and we’ll be 

here for you along the way. PMC. Be 

set free. 



23 
 

Stations of the Cross at All Saints 
Contributed by Chris Widdows 

[Ed. note: This is the final two reflections from the Way of the Cross that we have 

been following over the last year in the magazine. Chris’ photos of the Stations of 

the Cross were printed two at a time in each issue, accompanied by scripture to 

culminate at Easter 2018. If you want to reflect on any station more deeply, Dr 

Diana Matthews has a number of helpful reflections.] 

Eleventh Station: Jesus is laid in the sepulchre 

Mark 15:42-46 (English Standard Version) 

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 

before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who 

was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate 

and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have 

already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already 

dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the 

corpse to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, 

wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the 

rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 

 

 

. 
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Twelfth Station: Jesus is risen! 
Matthew 28:1-10 (New International Version) 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to look at the tomb. 
 
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel 

of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone 

and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as 

snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead 

men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 

looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 

Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He 

has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 

him.’ Now I have told you.” 

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell 

his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, 

clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. 

Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
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Sunday School Slip-Ups 
Contributed by Wendy Smith 

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as fast as she could, 

trying not to be late for Bible class. As she ran she prayed, "Dear Lord, please 

don't let me be late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!" While she was 

running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, getting her clothes dirty 

and tearing her dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and started running 

again! As she ran she once again began to pray, "Dear Lord, please don't let 

me be late...But please don't shove me either!"  

A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon dragged on and on. 

Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whispered, “Mommy, if we 

give him the money now, will he let us go?” 

A little boy was overheard praying: “Lord, if You can’t make me a better boy, 

don’t worry about it. I’m having a real good time like I am!” 

Three boys are in the churchyard after school bragging about their 

fathers. The first boy says, "My dad scribbles a few words on a piece of 

paper, he calls it a poem, they give him $50." The second boy says, 

"That's nothing. My dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he 

calls it a song, they give him $100." The third boy says, "I got you both 

beat. My dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a 

sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the money!"  

Two boys were walking home from Sunday school after hearing a strong 

preaching on the devil. One said to the other, "What do you think about all this 

Satan stuff?" The other boy replied, "Well, you know how Santa Claus turned 

out. It's probably just your Dad."  

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with 

her five and six year olds. After explaining the commandment to "honor 

thy father and thy mother," she asked "Is there a commandment that 

teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?" Without missing a 

beat one little boy answered, "Thou shall not kill."  

At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including 

human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how 

Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. Later in the week his mother 

noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and she said, "Johnny, what is 

the matter?" Little Johnny responded, "I have pain in my side. I think I'm going 

to have a wife."  
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MARTIN PHILLIPS   

Property maintenance 
Established 1988 

 

16 Harvey House * Westcote Road * Reading * RG30 2DW 
Tel. 0118 958 2603 

 

 
FLATPACK ASSEMBLY 

 
AUDIOVISUAL SETUP 

 

INTERIOR DECORATING 

 

WALL TILING 

 
GENERAL WOODWORK – Doors; shelves; curtain tracks and poles  

 
BLIND INSTALLATIONS 

 
MINOR ELECTRICAL WORK (City and Guilds qualified) 

Competitive prices   Friendly efficient service 
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Upcoming Saints’ Days, Prayer Intentions and Liturgical Colours 

April May 
1 Our parish & people (Easter Day) 1 Victims of famine (S Philip & James) 

2 Those who lack faith 2 The discernment of Doctrine 
(S Athanasius) 

3 The homeless 3 Gardeners 

4 Society of Our Lady of Walsingham 4 Suffering Christians (English 
Reformation Saints & Martyrs) 

5 The Mayor of Reading 5 Alcoholics 

6 The Armed Forces 6 Our parish & people 

7 Coley Park Children’s Centre 7 Children in care 

8 Our parish & people 8 Christian Aid 
9 Our parish & people  

(The Annunciation) 
9 Vocations to the religious life 

10 Scientific Researchers 10 Our parish & people (Ascension) 

11 Polish Christians 11 Battle Primary Academy 
12 Flower Arrangers 12 Nursery Providers 

13 Diocese of Kimberley/Kuruman 13 Our parish & people 

14 Farmers 14 All who build (Apostle Matthias) 

15 Our Parish & people 15 Bath Lodge 

16 Agnostics 16 Students 

17 The Anglican Communion 17 Blessed Hugh Faringdon School 

18 The Greek Orthodox church 18 The pharmaceutical industry 

19 Those held hostage 19 Craftsmen (S Dunstan) 

20 Council workers 20 Our parish &  people (Pentecost) 

21 Christian freedom 21 Those who clean our churches 

22 Our parish & people 22 All Saints Junior School 

23 England (S George) 23 Coley Park Community Centre 

24 Organists 24 Those preparing for exams 

25 The spread of the gospel ( S Mark) 25 The entertainment industry 

26 Translators 26 Missionary work in UK (S Augustine) 

27 The Housebound 27 Our parish & people (Trinity Sun) 

28 Victims of discrimination 28 Our directors of music & choir 

29 Our parish & people 29 Evangelism 
30 S. Catherine’s, Tilehurst 30 The departed of May 

31  31 Our parish & people (Corpus Christi) 
 

Family Communion Services: 3.30pm on Sun 1/4, 15/4, 6/5 and 20/5, All Saints. 
St. Mark’s Patronal Festival:: 7.30pm on Wed 25/4 at St. Mark (sung). 
Ascension Day: 7.30pm on Thurs 10/5 at St. Mark (sung).+ 


