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MAGAZINE DEADLINE for August/ September issue
As always, if you have any prayers, poems, thoughts or contributions for
the next issue, please email stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com or
talk to Philip Cook or Lee Hawkness-Smith.
Disclaimer: The Editor reserves the right to edit.
The magazine is distributed widely, to local residents, companies, the
Bishop’s House and the Archive Office amongst other places.
If you want to advertise with us, please use the contact email address as above.
£65 for A6, £40 for A7, one-offs up to A7 set at £30.
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.Contact

Details

All Saints Church, Downshire Square RG1 6NN
St Mark Church, Cranbury Road RG30 2TA
www.achurchnearyou.com/parish/270461
OFFICE: Mrs Wendy Smith 0118 950 2620; allsaintsreading@gmail.com
1.45pm – 4pm, Mondays and Fridays. (Printing services available)
Magazine: stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com
Libby Hawkness-Smith
Philip Cook
Sunday Service Times (All Saints)
11am: Parish Mass (sung)
3.30pm: Family Service (fortnightly)
6pm: Evening Worship

(St Mark)
9am: Parish Mass (sung)

Vicar
Rev Jo Williams
0118 957 2000
revdjowilliams@gmail.com
Readers
Mrs Sylvia Cummins
0118 957 5049
roncummins139@sky.com

Dr Diana Matthews
0118 958 2108
diana.matthews49@gmail.com

Churchwardens (All Saints)
David McLuckie
0118 9546214

(St Mark)
Di Riley

Liz Sandford

Pat Alleyne

0776 991 5177

liz.sandford@talktalk.net
Hall Managers (All Saints)
Ivor Snape (07796 501714)
ivor.snape04@virgin.net
Main hall £30/ hour
Downshire room £18/ hour

(St Mark)
Sharon Hyman (0770 752 3617)
st.mark.church.hall@gmail.com
Hall £16/ hour (normal groups)
Hall £9.50/ hour (registered charities only)

We’re online!
www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsReading
www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-all-saints
www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-st-mark
Worshipping God, sharing love, building communities and growing faith through
Jesus.
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Forthcoming Events
Social Group
The following are events that are happening in the parish
over the next few months. We hope you can join us at
some (all?) of them…

June
Saturday 9th
Wednesday 13

All Saints Plant sale 1.30-3.30pm
th

Annual riverside communion at Shiplake College,
followed by refreshments

Monday 25th

Open Group 7.30pm Downshire Room. Joy Crowther will
be reminiscing on war years, talking about Christmas,
fires, evacuees and ‘the ‘Flying Flea’

Saturday 30th

All Saints Summer Fair and Street Party

July
Saturday 7th

Oxford Road Fun Day at Kensington Park, 12-4pm

Monday 23rd

Open Group annual pub meal at the Hatch Gate. Meet at
6.30pm at All Saints Hall for pre-arranged lifts
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A Sermon from John Hodge
Acts 1:15-17 & 21 to end; John 17:6-19
I not infrequently think of our children
as I sit back there in the choir stalls.

simply engaging in the same quirky
pastime.

All three of them were in the choir,
years before Elizabeth and me. First
Oliver, who swapped from being a
server at age 10, and eventually
Jessica when (whatever next!) girls
were first allowed to join.
But
longest serving of the three was the
middle one, Jeremy, who joined at
the age of just six and did about 10
years till after his voice broke. Over
the years, we would drive them back
and forth to Church, twice for
weekday practices and twice on
Sundays.

In today’s Gospel reading, St John
records Jesus praying in the hours
between the end of the Last Supper
and the time when later, he and the
others set off on that fateful walk to
the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus
acknowledges to God that he knows
what is to come – “I am to stay no
longer in the world” and “I am
coming to you”. And yet he prays
not for himself, but for his followers:
“Holy Father, protect by the power of
thy name those whom thou hast
given me, that they may be one, as
we are one… Protect by the power
of thy name those whom thou hast
given me that they may be one”.

Jeremy is 37 now. He and his wife
Liz live not far from Clevedon in
Somerset, and a few weeks ago we
bunked off Choir to spend a
weekend with them.

What sort of oneness does Jesus
want
for
us
as
Christians?
Historically, we have not made a
very good job of working that one
out, what with years of religious wars
and persecution and a readiness to
burn at the stake anyone whose faith
view did not accord with that of the
majority. The world may have
changed for the better. But go door
to door during this Christian Aid
Week and be met on occasion with
apathy or even hostility and, perhaps
in today’s world more than ever, we
need to acknowledge that the things
that unite our different Christian
denominations
are
far
more

There’s a particularly fine Victorian
pier in Clevedon. If you ever watch
BBC you will have seen it in one of
those snippets that comes between
programmes to remind you which
channel you are watching. The pier
is the backdrop for a small gang of
oddly clad swimmers shivering their
way out of the sea. The caption is
“Oneness”, as it is for another even
more bizarre such snippet involving
a motley group preparing to go
snorkelling in a ditch. It’s as if the
BBC are defining “Oneness” as a
somewhat disparate band of folks
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important than the things that divide
them.

Jesus is silent in our gospel passage
about what oneness is and how we
might achieve it. But help is at hand
and, as so often, it comes from St
Paul.

There are still fierce worldwide
debates about, for example gay
marriage,
which
threaten
permanently to divide the Anglican
Communion. As ever the dialogue is
healthy, but what is not healthy is
people
taking
up
entrenched
positions and closing their ears to
anyone they disagree with.

In his very familiar first letter to the
Corinthians he likens us to the parts
of a body – and that body is Christ.
Here are some of the things he
writes:
“For Christ is like a single body, with
its many limbs and organs which,
many as they are, make up one
body”; he goes on: “God appointed
each limb and organ to its own place
in the body as he chose. There are
many different organs, but one body”
and later “those organs of the body
which seem to be more frail than
others are in fact indispensible.
God has combined the various parts
of the body, giving special honour to
the humbler parts so that there might
be no sense of division in the body
but that all its organs might feel the
same concern for one another. If
one organ is hurting they all hurt. If
one flourishes they all rejoice
together”.

That said, that particular issue is
probably one that we as individuals
can do little to resolve.
But what about here in our Parish of
St Mark and all Saints, where it is
very much within our power to
influence and contribute towards
oneness? Oneness does not mean
blind rigid adherence to some sort of
enforced uniformity. If it did, Church
life would be dismally colourless and
uninspiring. At All Saints we have a
surprising
tradition
of
accommodating a wide range of
churchmanship under our AngloCatholic umbrella, and, despite my
ignorance, I’m pretty sure that the
same may be said of St. Mark’s
Church.

Those words are a sermon in
themselves, and are hard to follow.
But I’ll try.

Although
accommodating
one
another is a pretty good start,
oneness within our Churches here
goes much further than that. For the
people going snorkelling in that ditch
on the telly simply engaging in the
same pastime may constitute
sufficient oneness, but we are called
to so much more.

Oneness for us does not mean
sameness. It means that our
essential diversity is unified in the
single body of Christ. It calls for
mutual respect and understanding. A
readiness not just to accommodate
one another but to acknowledge and
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value how each may in the past have
sustained the body of Christ in our
parish by their presence here, to
acknowledge and value how, in a
changing world, each may be
sustaining
it
now,
and
to
acknowledge and value how each
may, if we nurture them well, sustain
it in the future.

You will have seen from your service
sheets that in a few moments, at the
peace, we shall hear it proclaimed
that we (all of us from the very front
of the church to the very back of the
church) are the body of Christ in this
place. That proclamation is for all of
us a challenge to fulfil the prayer of
Jesus and be as one. And we take
up that challenge by our response:
“Let us then pursue all that makes
for peace, and builds up our
common life”. Amen.

Whatever stage we are at in our
church life we are all interdependent
one with another, just like the parts
of a body.
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Introduction to the PCC
Libby Hawkness-Smith
On Monday 21st May, the new PCC
met for their first meeting of the term
at Rev Jo’s where they got to know
each other a bit better and reviewed
the roles and sub-committees
inherent to a PCC. A PCC, or
Parochial Church Council, is a group
of representatives from across both
churches who help hold a vicar,
church and themselves accountable
to ensuring that the church continues
to be run well on a day-to-day basis.

of being proposed, seconded and
voted in at the Annual Parochial
Church Meeting, held in April at one
of our two churches.
Di and Pat are the St. Mark Church
Wardens, David and Liz are the All
Saints Church Wardens, Libby, Lee
and David are Deanery Synod
representatives, Sylvia and Diana
are LLMs, Jo is the vicar, and our
elected lay members include Izzy,
Wendy, Angelina, Norma, Sharon,
Becky, John, Steve, Linda, Claudine,
Ivor and Rachel. You may recognise
some of the faces in the photo.

Members of a PCC comprise the
vicar (and other clergy who may be
part of a church), church wardens,
deanery synod members, licensed
lay ministers (“LLMs”), and a
selection of other lay people drawn
from across all the churches in a
parish. A parish is a fixed
geographical area that is overseen
by a pre-determined group of
Anglican churches in an area, a bit
like a ward in political terms.

A PCC may consist of several subcommittees who meet in-between full
PCC meetings to ensure the smooth
running of the church, its buildings
and the outworking of its ministry
and mission across the year. These
committees are formed to enable the
core role of a PCC to be carried out.
This includes financial planning and
oversight,
mission
planning,
outreach – promoting the pastoral,
evangelistic, social and ecumenical
needs of a parish, and good running
of the churches, halls and other
buildings belonging to a parish.

The number of lay members on a
PCC is governed globally by the
number of members of the wider
church. The bigger the church, the
more PCC representatives it has up
to a certain point. Our PCC has 12
lay elected members, a vicar, three
deanery synod representatives, four
church wardens (two for each
church), and two LLMs. Our lay
members are elected for a threeyear term as a standard nationally
and are appointed through a process

For more on the PCC, look out for
the reports from meetings – usually
posted near the doors of the
churches, ask a PCC member or
search online. Most of this content is
from the Anglican Diocese of
Liverpool website.

7

8

Conversing with Nature
Gloria Whittaker
I am starting a writing project for anyone to join in and share through the parish
magazine. The idea is one I have been working with as I walk across the fields
locally. A large mature oak tree grows not far from my house, and I imagine
bringing people from my past to talk under its great boughs. Your piece can follow
this gene, or converse with anyone real or imaginary. Here is the introduction and
a piece I wrote as a starter. Send your piece to the editor or me at:
whittaker.ga@gmail.com.

Conversations under an Oak Tree

The oak tree stands sedate and
lonely in a field opposite a large
school where nobody notices it
slowly changing and growing each
year as they all change and grow. I
drive past it most days, always look
across to check and wonder at it.
How long has it been there I don’t
know, possibly more than fifty years,
or maybe as old as me.

me. It bends and creaks and listens,
knowing these people perhaps,
people who have passed through my
life and impressed me and left an
impression. I have wailed, shouted
and laughed with them, spent and
lost time, been changed and grown
with them like my tree. I hate some,
loved others, shared secrets and
kept secrets. I tell my tree all of this
because I want it to know me and

And then I talk to it when I have time
– or at it like a spiritual inhabitant of
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share the texture, branches and
roots of me.

My roots are not as stable, not as far
reaching, my trunk not as beautiful,
my branches short and my whole not
as life enhancing, but through all
these meetings I have grown, moved
and bent in the seasons. I am near
and live in the imaginings of my tree.
It is an oak, wide and tall, maybe a
gentleman, a bit bedraggled and
rough around the edges, awaiting
the sun and planning for newness,
and ready to dazzle the season.

A man I told no one about and kept
his secret. A woman who betrayed
me. A doctor who changed my view
of myself and my illness. A boy who
was misled by a father. A friend who
left me before I told her everything.
A God who sent thunder upon us
and waged war and an old lady
waged upon. An apostle lost in his
thoughts and deciding where to
travel next.

So I wait under my tree, to meet all
of them in turn. Now is my time to
talk more clearly. I find I have all the
words here on this spot and I know
they will converse. And then I will
rest.

My tree knows them all, it has seen
them, judged them and told me this
is how life is, secret, misunderstood,
forgiving, deceiving, and wonderful
to share and be made happy.

[Ed. note: The next conversation with nature will be printed in the AugustSeptember issue, and is a chat with a spider called Querkus].
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Visit of 1st Purley and Pangbourne Cubs to All Saints
Wendy Smith
On Wednesday 21st March at All Saints Church, Rev Jo welcomed the 1st Purley
and Pangbourne Cubs, Heron Pack, as part of their My Faith Badges.
The cubs explored the church for a short time after which Jo answered many
questions and talked about the people involved, important and sacred objects,
festivals and customs particularly Easter. As it was Lent the cubs brought palm
leaves to make crosses and also brought cards to write short prayers about
Easter. The evening ended with squash and biscuits, all cubs having enjoyed
themselves. Grateful thanks were expressed to Jo and a very generous donation
was given for the work of the church, for which we thank them very much.
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103rd Oxford Road Scouts Visit on St. George’s Day
Kwaw Elliott
On 22nd April 2018, the 103rd Oxford Road Scout Group returned to St. Mark for
our annual celebration together. Rev Jo organised a fantastic service complete
with water guns, drawing, drama and the much-loved battle with the dragon. We
look forward to seeing next year’s!
St. George’s Day is always a big celebration as Baden Powell chose St. George to
be the patron saint of Scouting, because he felt that the legend of St, George sets
a good example of faith, courage and persevrance. To find out more about 103 rd
Oxford Road Scout Group, see www.oxrdscouts.org.
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Photon* Quiz
Chris Widdows
[Ed. note: A photon is a particle, smaller than an atom, that carries energy
representing light. In this issue, we have two quizzes – one focusing on our church
and one on our wider setting in the Church of England. For this quiz, there are a
number of images below that are glimpses of various objects from around All
Saints Church. How many can you correctly identify? The answers will be in the
next issue.]
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Holy Week in the Parish
Kwaw Elliott
We had what I call very moving and contemplative services. Thank you Rev Jo
and all those who put the service together. However, I’ve taken photos of two of
the services: Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday.

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty

15

Agape!!! Where Judas began his trickery
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A Celebration in the Deanery
Adam Carlill, Vicar of St. Mary Magdalen, Tilehurst
again be open between 12:00 –
16:00 with the event closing with a
Commemorative Evensong at 16:00.

2018 marks the Centenary for the
end of the First World War, and the
Parish Church of St Mary Magdalen,
Tilehurst with support from the
Tilehurst Branch of The Royal British
Legion and Help For Heroes is going
to commemorate this with a Festival
Weekend from Friday 20 July until
Sunday 22 July. As a local religious
organisation, we would like to extend
a warm invitation for you to join us to
commemorate
this
important
anniversary

This is where we would like your
help. We would like to know if you
wish to be part of the event, either by
creating a window flower display,
creating
poppies,
or
simply
spreading the word by including
information on your Parish Magazine
and by encouraging your members
to send us photos of relatives who
died during this campaign for our
‘Immortal Army’ mural. We have
setup a page on our website with
more ideas. As always, we are open
to suggestions, so please do not
hesitate to email Carl Feltham (the
organiser and on cc:).

Our festival plans involve changing
the church into a Flanders Field of
Remembrance. It will feature a 9ft
high Poppy Cross as a central point
of focus, poems from “The Front”
and a 20ft long timeline depicting the
battles between 1914 and 1918.
Flower displays in the windows will
focus on key battles and local
schools will be making poppies to
display throughout the church.

In return for your support; we will add
your logos to our advertising
material, including our Facebook and
website pages. Include an advert in
the event programme and allow the
distribution of leaflets if you wish.

The event will commence on Friday
evening, 20 July with an Organ
Recital. The displays will be open for
public viewing on Saturday 21 July
between 10:00 – 16:00. Sunday 22
July will start with a Festival Service
at 10:00 on Sunday when the
Archdeacon of Berkshire, the
Venerable Olivia Graham, will be
preaching. The church will then once

We look forward to hearing from you
in the near future, please do not
hesitate to email Carl Feltham any
questions you may have, we are also
happy to arrange a site visit to help
you visualise requirements, and are
reguarly updating the information on
our website: www.stmarymagdalentilehurst.org/flanders-field.
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Poetry Page
[Ed. note: We’re trying different ideas for content, one of which being a poetry
page. If you have any self-penned poems that you’d like to share with other
readers, please send them to the editors in the usual way].
They walked down the lane together,
High above were the stars.
They reached the gate in silence and
He lifted for her the bars.
She neither spake nor thanked him
Because she knew not how.
For he was only a farmer’s boy
And she a Jersey cow!
Philip Cook (from one of his masters at school)
Let us still our souls and listen to the quiet whispers of truth.
The peace that says even in the storms, we are safe.
That life isn’t about waiting for the gales to pass,
But learning how to dance in the rain.
That when we have been loved bare,
It is then that we are truly alive.
That the journey of finding you
Can reveal the innermost secrets of me.
That the simple act of walking down the road,
Hand-in-hand with my best friend,
Can be the most joyful moments of my life.
That when I get to the last part You’ll be there too.
That loving you is reason enough.
And that the blessing, peace and grace of Our Creator
Will surround us all the days of our lives.
Libby Hawkness-Smith (original combination for a friend’s wedding)
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Name the Diocese
Libby Hawkness-Smith
How well do you know your dioceses? Can you correctly identify Gloucester from
Bath & Wells, or Norwich from St. Edmunsbury? How many of the below dioceses
can you correctly name? Answers on page 21.
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A Book Review: Faith Schools, Tolerance and Diversity
Gloria Whittaker
Helen’s definitions of tolerance, at an
academic level, were: 'At the most
basic level tolerance can be
considered to be about allowing
someone to exist despite dislike or
disapproval or some element of
discomfort (Creppell, 2003; Walzer,
1997). John Locke in the C18th, an
early writer of the concept as it is
broadly conceived today, saw
tolerance as a Gospel value.

Many of you will know and
remember Father Henry Everett and
his wife Helen who were at All Saints
from 1996-2007. When they moved
to London, Helen started her MA in
comparative Education, undertook a
Masters of Research and then
completed her PhD through London
University Institute of Education.
Now, three years after Helen died
age 46, her thesis has been
published, ‘Faith Schools, Tolerance
and Diversity'. Although it is quite an
academic study (and £77), it raises
issues for all of us concerned with
education, modern society and the
changes we are living through.

So we consider: are we tolerant, do
we live in a tolerant society, by which
we imply fairness, social mores,
diversity, and are we guided by the
Beatitudes, Matthew chapter 5. Are
our eyes open to difference, our ears
open to attitudes and manners, our
mouths open to speak from a broad
outlook, worldliness? Are we blessed
in our tolerance today?

Have you ever sat and tried to define
the word 'tolerance'? It is a tricky
concept and has a broad range of
descriptors, from religious, cultural to
practice. A difficult, complex word of
multiple layers and width of meaning,
it has global overtones and personal
resonance. For example, patience,
acceptance, diversity,
change,
place, support, fairness, fear,
inclusion, equality, empathy.

But the word "tolerance" does not
occur in the Bible. At least, it does
not appear in three common English
translations: King James Version,
New
King
James,
American
Standard Version, New International
Bible, and English Standard Version.
So how can we extend our
understanding of this broad term?
How would you think and write about
this difficult word?

Its original meaning in the early 15th
Century "endurance, fortitude" (in the
face of pain, hardship, etc.) come
from the Old French word tolerance
(C14), from Latin tolerantia "a
bearing, supporting, endurance,"
from tolerans, present participle of
tolerare "to bear, endure, tolerate".

Why not read it for yourself? Jan
Germen Janmaet, Edward Vickers
and Henry Everett: “Faith Schools,
Tolerance and Diversity”. ISBN: 9783-319-69565-5.
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Name the Diocese - Answers
Libby Hawkness-Smith
So how’d you do?! Bonus points if you got the regions correct as well!
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MARTIN PHILLIPS
Property maintenance
Established 1988
16 Harvey House * Westcote Road * Reading * RG30 2DW
Tel. 0118 958 2603
FLATPACK ASSEMBLY
AUDIOVISUAL SETUP
INTERIOR DECORATING
WALL TILING
GENERAL WOODWORK – Doors; shelves; curtain tracks and poles
BLIND INSTALLATIONS
MINOR ELECTRICAL WORK (City and Guilds qualified)

Competitive prices

Friendly efficient service
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Upcoming Saints’ Days, Prayer Intentions and Liturgical Colours
June

July

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Peace in Palestine (S Justin)
Those sitting exams
Our parish & people
People of Uganda
The Innocent
The Bishop of Reading
For unity and understanding
S Edward’s School
Missionaries (S Columba)
Our parish & people
Those who encourage (S Barnabas)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13
14

Those in debt
Headteachers

12
13
14

15
16

Dialogue between peoples of faith
For the grace to love Jesus
(S Richard, Chichester)
Our parish & people
Christians in Africa
Those in hospital
Parkside Nursing Home
Those preparing for marriage
Those sheltering refugees (S Alban)
Those who work in our parish
(S Ethelreda)
Our parish & people
Those considering baptism
(Birth of S John, the Baptist)
Those preparing for ordination
Church councils & synods (S Cyril)
Vocations to the ordained ministry
Preachers & teachers (Peter & Paul)
The departed of June

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Victims & survivors of Grenville Tower

15
16

Our parish & people
The shrine at Walsingham
Those seeking answers (S Thomas)
The housebound
Those newly ordained
Hostages
The growth of our churches
Our parish & people
Our church schools
Priests
Those who follow the rule of S
Benedict (S Benedict)
Our parish secretary
The General Synod
Our link diocese of Kimberley &
Kuruman
Our parish & people
For generosity of spirit

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Hostages
Those struggling with depression
The emergency services
Those who are retired
School leavers
Our parish & people
Vocations to the contemplative life

24
25

Sports men and women
Our parish ministry team (S James)

26
27
28
29
30
31

Minster Ward councillors
The unity of the Church
The St. John Ambulance Service
Our parish & people
Domestic workers
The departed of July

Family Communion Services: 3.30pm on Sun 3/6, 17/6, 1/7 and 15/7, All Saints.
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