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MAGAZINE DEADLINE for October/ November issue 

Wow! What a busy summer it’s been, with holidays, gatherings, events and 
festivities of all kinds. Thank you for sending us your photos, thoughts and 
stories. It’s great to hear about all that’s been happening. It would be great if the 
next issue is as full as this one. Please keep sending in contributions of all kinds 
to stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com, or give them to Philip Cook at All 
Saints or Lee Hawkness-Smith at St. Mark by Sunday 12

th
 November. 

Please note that subscriptions will be up for renewal at the next issue. The 
price for 2018 will be set at £6 for a year of hard copy, £1 for email. We are 
hoping to make more copies available for guests, hence the increase in 
cost and ensure we cover the costs of production. Watch out for the 
renewal forms in the December issue. 

Disclaimer: The Editor reserves the right to edit. 

The magazine is distributed widely, to local residents, companies, the 
Bishop’s House and the Archive Office amongst other places. 

If you want to advertise with us, pl ease use the contact email address as above. 
Costs for 2017 are £65 for A6, £40 for A7, one-offs up to A7 set at £30. 

mailto:stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.comh
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All Saints Church, Downshire Square RG1 6NN 
St Mark Church, Cranbury Road RG30 2TA 
www.achurchnearyou.com/parish/270461 

 
OFFICE: Mrs Wendy Smith 0118 950 2620; allsaintsreading@gmail.com 
1.45pm – 4pm, Mondays and Fridays. (Printing services available) 

Magazine: stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com 
Libby Hawkness-Smith Philip Cook 
Lee Hawkness-Smith  Chris Widdows     

Sunday Service Times (All Saints) (St Mark) 

8.00am: Eucharist (said) 9.00am: Parish Mass (sung) 
11.00am: Parish Mass (sung) 
3.30pm: Family Service (fortnightly) 
6.00pm: Evening Worship  

Vicar  

Rev Jo Williams  
0118 957 2000  
revdjowilliams@gmail.com   

Readers  
Mrs Sylvia Cummins Dr Diana Matthews 
0118 957 5049 0118 958 2108 
roncummins139@sky.com diana.matthews49@gmail.com  

Churchwardens (All Saints) (St Mark) 
David McCluckie 0118 954 6214 Norma Parris 0753 392 8073 
Liz Sandford 0797 469 0740 Pat Alleyne 0776 991 5177 

Church Flowers (All Saints) (St Mark) 
Barbara Symonds  0118 959 4871 Irene Wallis 0118 983 5944 

Hall Managers (All Saints) (St Mark) 
Ivor Snape  07796 501714 Sharon Hyman 
 
ivor.snape04@virgin.net st.mark.church.hall@gmail.com  
Main hall £30/ hour Hall £16/ hour (normal groups) 
Downshire room £18/ hour Hall £9.50/ hour (registered charities only)  

Worshipping God, sharing love, building communities and growing faith through 

Jesus.
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mailto:roncummins139@sky.com
mailto:diana.matthews49@gmail.com
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A Letter from Bishop Stephen Oxford 

Dear Friends 

Called to be Christ-like: 

contemplative, compassionate 

and courageous 

I am writing to invite every church, 

chaplaincy, small group and school 

in the diocese to do something very 

simple but life changing over the 

next year. I am asking the whole 

Diocese of Oxford to read, study and 

dwell in the opening words of Jesus 

in the Sermon on the Mount: the 

Beatitudes in Matthew 5.1-10. 

We are a large and complex 

diocese: a living, growing network of 

more than a thousand churches, 

chaplaincies and schools in one of 

the great crossroads of the world. 

We have a common calling and 

vision: to become a more Christ-like 

church in this critical moment of 

history so that we can better serve 

the communities of Oxfordshire, 

Berkshire, Bucks and Milton Keynes 

and our fragmented world. 

To be more Christ-like in this place 

at this time means to catch a fresh 

vision of Jesus Christ.  The 

Beatitudes are a self-portrait of 

Jesus.  They show us that to be 

more Christ-like means to become a 

more contemplative church, a more 

compassionate church and a more 

courageous church. 

For Christians, being contemplative 

means simply to spend time with 

God.  A contemplative church 

spends time with God.  To be 

contemplative is to be poor in spirit, 

meek and pure in heart. 

Compassionate people feel and 

show sympathy and concern for 

others.  A compassionate church 

laments or mourns with the suffering 

in the world and is full of mercy 

which leads to action. 

Courageous people are whole-

hearted.  To be a courageous church 

means to put our heart and soul into 

everything we are and do.  A 

courageous church will be hungry 

and thirsty for justice, seeking peace 

and reconciliation and willing to bear 

the cost of our discipleship and offer 

a bold witness to our faith. 

Blessing, hope and joy  

In the Beatitudes, Jesus speaks 

words of joy and hope and blessing 

to the Church, not words of doom or 

despair or blame.  I believe with all 

my heart that we need to learn to 

speak of the Church God loves in 

this register of joy and hope and 

blessing. 

As we dwell in this passage together 

and think about the life of the Church 

in our diocese, I hope God will open 

our eyes to the many good things 

which are already happening: the 

stories of a contemplative, 

compassionate and courageous 

church in every place.  I’ve seen 

many of these for myself as I have 
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travelled across the diocese over the 

last year. 

I also hope that God will rekindle our 

vision and our imagination as we 

look forward together.  What would it 

look like in five or ten years if we 

were able to be a more 

contemplative, more compassionate 

and more courageous church?  And 

what difference would it make? 

Learning together 

As bishops we are keen to teach on 

these themes through the year and 

would welcome invitations to explore 

the Beatitudes in services and other 

events (as are the archdeacons and 

other members of the diocesan 

team). We will also be holding 

special days and events in each area 

of the diocese to explore these 

themes.   

None of us has all the answers. We 

want to learn and discern together 

what it means to be contemplative, 

compassionate and courageous. We 

want as many people as possible to 

interact with the developing vision 

and ideas and to share your 

experiences of what is happening in 

the church today.  We want to hear 

your stories and so do others, so 

please do share on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford, 

Twitter and the diocesan website 

using #Contemplative, 

#Compassionate or #Courageous. 

You could share a smartphone video 

of your thoughts or something 

happening in your church, with 

photos or text, or share a link to a 

website or a piece of music or image 

that inspired you.   

Yeast  

I love to bake my own bread.  I’m 

amazed at the power locked up in 

tiny grains of yeast –enough to make 

a whole batch of flour rise. 

Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven 

is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour 

until all of it was leavened”. 

The Beatitudes are all about the 

kingdom of heaven: God’s vision for 

human life.  They are a self-portrait 

of Jesus, the one who brings life in 

all its fullness.  Let’s take this good 

yeast in the coming year and mix it 

and work it and knead it through the 

church to bring renewal and hope 

and fresh vision and joy. 

Your servant in Christ, +Steven 

Oxford 

God of gentleness and love, draw 

near to us as we draw near to you. 

Dwell in every heart and 

conversation. Fashion us into the 

likeness of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Help us to discern together all that 

you are calling us to be, and all that 

you are calling us to do. Assist us, by 

your Spirit, to become a more 

contemplative, more compassionate 

and more courageous church for the 

building of your kingdom and the 

glory of your Son, Amen. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxford
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The Joys of Cruising 
Contributed by Ron Cummins 

A life on the ocean wave, a-home on 
the rolling deep, where the scater’d 
waters rave and the winds their 
revels keep.  Ah, the joys of cruising. 

Sunday 23
rd

 April 2017 dawns at 
last. We’re so excited about our new 
cruise to Madeira and the Canary 
Islands.  Pack as many suitcases as 
you wish (no restrictions when 
cruising) making sure you’ve packed 
everything you need. Check again 
you haven’t forgotten anything but 
don’t worry if you leave something 
behind because you can always buy 
it on board.  Take more clothes than 
you need as you might encounter all 
sorts of weather during your trip. 
However, don’t forget the three 
essentials i.e. passport, e-ticket and 
credit card. Now we’re ready for the 
off! 

We take a leisurely car journey down  
to Southampton, arriving in plenty of 
time before we sail.  When we reach 
the terminal (well signposted) we 
unpack our bags from the car and 
they are whisked away by the ever 
attentive baggage handlers. The 
next time we see our suitcases they 
will be waiting in our cabin. We then 
hand the keys of the car to the 
valeting company who drive it to a 
safe place ready for our return. 

Next it’s checking in time.  None of 
the hassle you often get at airports, 
lost luggage, delays etc.  We are 
greeted at the entrance to the 
lounge, given a ticket number and 
wait a few minutes until our number 
is called and then we proceed to a 
check-in desk where our documents 
are checked, we are photographed 

and receive our individual boarding 
cards which we use throughout the 
voyage as the key to our cabin, to 
make purchases, to leave and return 
to the ship. Then we board the ship, 
but first we go through security, 
much like you do at airports, making 
sure we aren’t taking on board any 
dangerous elements.  All in all we’ve 
taken roughly 45 minutes from 
arriving at the dock to boarding the 
ship.  And what a ship! We are 
sailing on the P and O Azura which 
carries over 3,000 passengers and 
has more decks than you can count.  

After meeting our cabin steward, 
who will look after our every need 
during the trip, unpacking our 
suitcases (well I suppose we have to 
do something for ourselves) and a 
brief safety explanation during which 
we learn how to wear our lifejackets 
(can’t be too careful), we finally get 
to rest our weary heads. Not too 
long, however, because dinner time 
is fast approaching.                           

When we boarded we were given a 
map of the ship, indicating where the 
various facilities are located, 
including our restaurant.  The first 
night on board ship is very informal 
so no need to dress up, but you are 
expected to dress smartly. During 
the trip there will be two or three 
evenings when the dress code is 
formal, when the men get to wear 
their dinner suits and the ladies can 
dress in their finery. Otherwise it’s 
very informal.                                                    

By the time we decide to go to dinner 
the ship has set sail and we head out 
to the open sea. We’ve located our 
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specified restaurant on our map 
which is on deck 5.  Our cabin is on 
D deck (deck 9) so down we go in 
the lift.  So vast is the Azura that it 
takes us quite a few minutes to 
finally find the restaurant, where we 
are greeted with a friendly smile and 
shown to our table.  The menu offers 
many choices of starters, mains, 
desserts, cheese and biscuits (can’t 
resist the Stilton) and coffee or tea, 
liqueurs etc.  We will have to watch 
our waistlines throughout the voyage 
because you can eat and drink 24/7 
if you so wish.  The waiters are very 
attentive, and one of our group, who 
is vegetarian, is especially well 
catered for. 

Once dinner is completed you have 
a variety of things to do.  There are 
many bars to choose to sit and have 
a cocktail or two, or you might fancy 
a flutter in the casino, or attend the 
playhouse where quite outstanding 
shows are performed by the 
permanent theatre group.  Various 
entertainment is provided by visiting 
singers, groups and comedians, 
some of whom we have actually 
heard of.   

But at last it’s time for bed. Returning 
to your cabin you will find that your 
steward has turned down your bed 
and placed a chocolate on your 
pillow. He or she will do this every 
day of your holiday.   

For the next eleven days there is so 
much choice of leisure and 
recreational activities to choose 
from.  The daily programme of 
events is delivered to your cabin 
from which you can organise your 

day. Do nothing if you want and sit 
and watch the world go by in the 
numerous deckchairs and sunbeds 
dotted around the top decks. Fancy 
a swim and you have a number of 
pools to select from. How about 
getting a little fitter, or working off 
those calories you’ve consumed, in 
the fully equipped gym. There are 
dancing classes and dance displays, 
quizzes (always a favourite), cards, a 
library, an IT room, games such as 
quoits, shuffleboard and table tennis 
etc. etc., and, of course, eating. 
Breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks all 
available at no cost.  Did I mention 
my waistline! 

During this trip we will be calling at 
Madeira, La Palma, Tenerife, 
Lanzarote and La Coruna.  At each 
port you can join one of the many 
excursions provided by P and O, or 
you can simply wander around the 
port at your leisure or you can stay 
on board and do as you please. 

During our voyage we will have 
sailed a total distance of over 3,500 
nautical miles.  We’ve seen so much, 
visited places for the first time and 
been pampered beyond 
expectations.  However, all good 
things must come to an end and so 
our ship slips quietly in to 
Southampton during the last night. 
Our luggage is then off loaded, our 
car is located nearby and it’s off to 
home. 

Cruising may not be everyone’s 
favourite type of holiday, but for 
those who enjoy good company but 
haven’t experienced life on the 
ocean’s waves, give it a go.
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Bonny Brixham 
Contributed by Philip Cook 

‘Brixham’ – what sort of image does 

it conjure up (Bognor? Brighton? 

Eastbourne? Clacton?)? Do you 

actually know where it is or what it’s 

like? I’ll tell you. 

For a start it’s a fair distance away 

(170 miles) so you need to be pretty 

sure you want to go there before you 

book, unless of course you are 

fortunate to have relations 

somewhere near. It’s on the south 

Devon coast, a promontory, 

‘opposite’ Dartmouth and beyond the 

familiar Torquay, Torbay and 

Paignton resorts. Your route would 

be M4/M5 and then the A380 from 

Exeter or, avoiding the motorways, 

A303, A30 to Exeter and hope that 

the long long long-awaited 

tunnel/dual-carriageway past 

Stonehenge has been built. Permit 

me a little ‘beef’ if our Editor let’s me 

get away with it - If we were China, 

then not only would that dual 

carriageway have been built 30 

years ago, but also HS2, 3 and the 

third runway at Heathrow! 

Procrastination/white paper/green 

paper/consultation/change of 

government/appeal/out to tender – 

spell inaction. We arrived at our self-

catering house ‘Sandy Bottom’ in a 

very pleasant 3 to 4 hours.  

Brixham isn’t really a beach resort, 

it’s still home to a large fishing fleet 

so expect plenty of fish and chip 

shops on the water front. Also expect 

the traditional seafood stalls but with 

a bonus as there’s a full size replica 

of The  Golden Hind which has very 

high visitor review ratings. This place 

is not for the faint-hearted. If you 
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already wield a stick then it’s 

probably not for you – you’ll need 

one whether you’re used to one or 

not for the series of steps from one 

street level to the next are painful. 

The town proper is nestled in a bowl 

with very steep gradients for foot, 

cycle and car. Streets are narrow – 

they weren’t built for cars, so car 

parking for residents tends to be at 

the top of the town and for day 

visitors, down at the harbour. Pray 

you don’t meet the refuse lorry. 

It’s pretty – take a camera whether 

that’s on your phone or (Chris 

Widdows) a more professional 

apparatus. You won’t be 

disappointed whatever the weather.  

You’ll feel like you’re marooned once 

you get there, and in a sense you 

are. No trains, yet there is the 

brilliantly nostalgic Paignton to 

Kingswear steam railway. Try not to 

go too far once you’re there – you 

don’t need to. There are enough 

attractions within a (Olympic 

standard) ‘stone’s throw’. Several 

National Trust properties (Greenway 

– Agatha Christie’s home on the river 

Dart; Coleton Fishacre – D’Oyly 

Cartes’; Compton Castle) and 

amazing coastline to walk: Berry 

Head; Bee Sands to Hallsands 

coastal path; the Dart estuary 

coastal path.  

Don’t miss:   

Walking the full length of the 

protective outer harbour wall to the 

lighthouse 

The free Brixham Heritage Museum 

A trip across the Dart by foot or car 

(£4.50 each way) using the ‘lower’ 

ferry pulled by a tug! 

Maritime Inn, with ancient landlady 

Pat, chamberpot collection hanging 

from the ceiling, Mr Tibs – the parrot, 

and the flea-ridden dog George who 

is prone to biting customers. Real 

atmosphere and Prince Harry 

wanted to buy it! Try the loos too – 

it’s like a carpeted converted 

bedroom upstairs. 
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Extract from Sea Sunday Sermon 

Hugh Osgood, Vice President of Sailors’ Society 
Contributed by Barbara Symonds 

I really love chaplaincy. Obviously as 

the Free Churches Moderator with a 

measure of oversight for Free 

Church prison chaplaincy, Free 

Church hospital chaplaincy and even 

for Free Church higher education 

chaplaincy, one gets a sense that 

there in higher education we are 

seeing the aimless find purpose, with 

prison chaplaincy we are seeing 

inmates find a sense of release 

within themselves, and with hospital 

chaplaincy that many people who 

are wracked with mental pain from 

guilt are finding real healing. But 

when it comes to this area, where we 

are looking at chaplaincy for 

seafarers, I am really excited. I had 

no idea when I became the Free 

Churches Moderator that I was also 

automatically the Vice President of 

Sailors’ Society and actually to see 

how much chaplaincy Sailors’ 

Society does is just a tremendous 

blessing.  I wrote this down: 22 

countries with 118 chaplains and 

port visitors going into 91 ports; and 

last year, the amazing number of 

350,000 seafarers received practical 

and pastoral support. It is that 

practical and pastoral support that 

we need to reflect on for a moment. 

There is a commerce of the sea. 

There is a challenge of the sea. And 

there is a companionship of the sea.  

 But there’s an even greater 

companionship that people can find 

and it is seen when these chaplains 

are engaging with people, wanting to 

find out about their families, seeing 

what they can do to help in practical 

ways, looking even at what they can 

do back in the countries where the 

seafarer comes from.  

There are some amazing projects 

that Sailors’ Society has back in the 

home countries of seafarers. But in 

the midst of it all, there is this desire 

to introduce seafarers to someone 

who really does understand their 

needs in an even greater and fuller 

way. That is where the desired 

haven theme of this message really 

comes home, because we all need a 

desired haven. There is something in 

our hearts that just longs for that 

security, that peace that comes from 

a sure knowledge of God’s power 

and God’s presence in our lives. We 

can talk about a desired haven in the 

sense of where we might be at the 

end of our days but there is also a 

sense in which we need to know that 

desired haven right now, in our day-

to-day living. And the good news is 

this, that what Jesus did on the cross 

all of those years ago in dealing with 

all of the pain and stress and sin and 

sickness of humanity, was 

overwhelmingly successful and was 

demonstrated to be so in the 
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resurrection. We now have that 

opportunity through repentance and 

faith to come to know the life that 

Jesus brings. When we are talking 

about a desired haven, it is great to 

look at the life of the seafarer. In fact, 

it is one of those four testimonies 

that the psalmist set out for us, but it 

can be our testimony too. When the 

psalmist says, “Let the redeemed of 

the Lord say so”, he is not just 

talking about seafarers. He is 

speaking about every single one of 

us who can have a story of how we 

have been redeemed. 

That is my longing for you on this 

Sea Sunday; that you might find a 

desired haven; that you might know 

what it is not just to have a haven in 

the future but actually to know in the 

present that sense of security and 

love that you can find in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

Sermon provided by Sailors’ Society (www.sailors-society.org). Each year, the 

Christian welfare maritime charity asks congregations to remember and pray for 

the world’s 1.6 million seafarers and give thanks for their lives and work. The 

Southampton-based charity has created a variety of resources for churches, which 

are free to download at www.seasundayhero.org. 

 

Sailors’ Society chaplains provide a lifeline for seafarers and their families, often 

helping them through loneliness, poverty, or trauma. Here are a few of their 

stories.  

Belgium and Russia  

A Russian seafarer was helped by our chaplains when he was badly burned while 

miles from home, in an on board accident in Belgium. Our Russian chaplain 

Nikolay supported him on his return, and the seafarer recently came to church to 

ask Nikolay for a blessing as he prepares to return to sea. Nikolay said: “It was a 

great joy for me as doctors said that his career as a seafarer was over.”  

Scotland and the Philippines 

When a Filipino seafarer died in a tragic accident off the north coast of Scotland, 

Sailors’ Society chaplains Drew (in Invergordon) and Nic (in Manila) worked 

together to comfort the seafarer’s colleagues in Scotland and family back home, 

organise his funeral and help repatriate his body.  

Scotland  

Two Ghanaians docked in Scotland were feeling cold but were working long hours 

and unable to shop for coats. Chaplain Peter Donald was on hand to help with free 

coats for the shivering seafarers. 

http://www.sailors-society.org/
http://www.seasundayhero.org/


11 
 

Some Corner of a Foreign Field 
Contributed by Peter Symonds 

With acknowledgement to Dr. A J Pretlove for his help in researching details about 

the men commemorated on the war memorial in All Saints. 

With the country currently marking 100 years since the events of the Great War we 

are tending to reflect more on what part our relatives, or people from our local 

communities, may have played in the conflict.  Have you ever looked at the War 

Memorial in All Saints Church, perhaps coming back from communion, or maybe 

during coffee after a service?  If you have, then possibly you’ve wondered about 

the men commemorated on it, where they served and died, as well as their 

connection to All Saints. From research carried out it wasn’t clear what qualified 

these names to be listed on the memorial, it’s possible that it was built to honour 

men from the congregation, or with a connection to the local area. 

When we think of the First World War we tend to focus on the barbed wire and 

mud of the trenches in France and Belgium, with our impressions formed from 

pictures and writings about The Somme and Passchendaele. However, the Great 

War was the first truly global conflict with troops from Britain and other countries 

fighting in several parts of the world at the same time.  Indeed this is definitely 

reflected by the places where some of those remembered on the memorial in All 

Saints fought and died. 

Private Ernest Ayres 

1
st
 Battalion Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 

22
nd

 March 1916 

(Shown on the memorial as Ernest Eyres) 

Ernest Ayres was born in Reading and enlisted in Oxford and at the outbreak of 

the war he was stationed at Ahmednagar as the Battalion was part of the 6th 

(Poona) Division of the Indian Army.  When Turkey entered the war in November 

1914 the Battalion was sent to safeguard British interests in Mesopotamia (now 

Iraq) and the Persian Gulf. At the end of May 1915 the 6
th
 Division advanced up 

the River Tigris, before being halted south of Baghdad by strong Turkish defence 

during the Battle of Ctesiphon at the end of November. 

Despite suffering heavily the 1
st
 Ox and Bucks formed the rearguard for the retreat 

to Kut al Amara, which was reached in early December 1915. Within days the 

Turks began attacking the British positions, but they were repelled successfully.  

From the middle of January 1916 they decided to keep the defenders bottled up 

and starve them into surrender. Several rescue attempts were made, but they 

were beaten back and the Battalion and the rest of the Division capitulated at the 

end of April 1916. 
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Ernest Ayres died of wounds received during the siege on 22
nd

 March 1916 and 

was buried at Kut War Cemetery (Grave Reference J5) on the northern edge of the 

town where the Baghdad road enters, 800 metres from the River Tigris.  The 

cemetery was made by the 6
th 

(Poona) Division between October 1915 and May 

1916 and was increased in size when graves from other sites were brought in after 

the Armistice.  There are now 420 First World War burials at Kut War Cemetery. 

Second Lieutenant Anthony Hugh Davis 

1
st
 Battalion Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 

6
th
 April 1916 

Anthony Davis was born in Twyford the eighth of ten children born to Lawrence 

and Margaret Davis of Mill House, High Street, Twyford.  In December 1914 he 

married Mabel Batten the daughter of Mr and Mrs E P Batten of Tilehurst Road, 

Reading. After finishing school he trained as a miller before returning to Twyford to 

help in the family business. When war was declared he joined the Public Schools 

Battalion, before being commissioned into the 3
rd

 Battalion Oxfordshire and 

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.  

Following training Anthony was attached to the 1
st
 Battalion in December 1915 

ready to strengthen the men already fighting in Mesopotamia. On arrival in Basra 

on 6
th
 January 1916 these reinforcements joined a ‘Kut Relief Force’ in an attempt 

to break the Turkish siege of Kut al Amara and relieve the starving 6
th
 (Poona) 

Division. Reaching Sannaiyat 12 miles east of Kut they attacked the Turkish 

positions on 6
th
 April 1916. This was a total disaster and after taking heavy 

casualties the Provisional 1
st
 Battalion had to pull back.  

Anthony Davis was killed in action on 6
th
 April 1916 trying to break the siege, he 

was aged 31 and has no known grave, but he is commemorated on the Basra 

Memorial in Iraq (Panel 26 & 63). This commemorates over 40,500 members of 

the Commonwealth forces who died in the Mesopotamia Campaign. Until 1997 it 

was located on the main quay of the naval dockyard at Maqil, about 8 kilometres 

north of Basra. It has now been re-erected in its entirety 32 kilometres along the 

road to Nasiriyah. 

Second Lieutenant A D Powley 

1
St

 Battalion Kings African Rifles 

10
th
 June 1916 

Alan Powley was the youngest son of the Reverend Matthew Powley former 

Rector of Purley, Berkshire and Canon of Gibraltar. Before the Great War he was 

living in the Nyasaland Protectorate (now Malawi) and joined the Nyasaland 

Volunteer Reserve, a force raised for service in emergencies. When war came to 

East Africa in August 1914 troops from German East Africa (now Tanzania) began 
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raiding British and Belgian territories. British and Belgian units, including the NVR, 

repelled German intrusions, but weren’t strong enough to counterattack. After the 

capture of German South West Africa (now Namibia) the British units were 

reinforced by South African troops by the end of 1915. As part of this Alan Powley 

among others was attached to the 1
st
 Kings African Rifles stationed at Karonga on 

the shore of Lake Nyasa.  

With the seasonal rains over at the end of May 1916 the British advanced into 

German East Africa without bringing the enemy to a decisive battle as they kept 

slipping away, but on climbing into the Poroto Mountains there were skirmishes 

with the Germans. One column was sent north towards Tabora where the 

advanced guard, including the 1KAR, defeated an enemy rear guard on 10
th
 June 

1916. The British continued to move north eastward from Nyasaland, whilst other 

units advanced south from Kenya, but the Germans continued to employ their hit 

and run tactics during the rest of the East Africa Campaign, with their much smaller 

force successfully tying up several thousands of British troops, until they finally 

surrendered on 23
rd

 November 1918. 

Alan Powley was killed in action on 10
th
 June 1916, aged 35, in the skirmish on the 

track to Tabora and was buried where he fell. After the war he was reinterred in 

Iringa War Cemetery (Grave Reference III. A. 5) 100 metre north of the town on 

the road to Dodoma. Iringa was captured by the British in September 1916 and the 

cemetery that stands on the site of an officer’s hospital now contains 131 

Commonwealth burials of the First World War, as well as 16 German war graves. 

Corporal Frederick Edward Stowell 

196
th
 Heavy Battery Royal Garrison Artillery 

7
th
 October 1917 

Frederick Stowell was born in St Mary’s Butts, Reading the son of Frederick 

Edward and Julia Elizabeth Stowell; he was the husband of Jane Thirza Stowell of 

Creek Cottage, Port Hacking Road, Sylvania, Sydney, Australia. He enlisted in 

Reading and joined the 196
th
 Heavy Battery of the Royal Garrison Artillery, being 

sent to Salonika in Greece (today Thessalonika) in late 1915, as part of the British 

Salonika Force to help the Serbs against German, Austro Hungarian and Bulgarian 

attacks. This expedition arrived too late as Serbia had been beaten before they 

landed, so after a brief winter campaign in severe weather conditions on the 

Serbian border Allied forces pulled back to Salonika. 

During early 1916 the Salonika Force helped prepare the port for defence, whilst at 

the same time the Bulgarians and Austrians fortified the hills surrounding Salonika. 

Allied forces moved inland digging-in until the Summer of 1916 and prevented a 

Bulgarian invasion of Greece. They in turn went on the attack in October 1916 

gaining territory, but during 1917 there was little activity in the British sector, most 
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fighting was around Lake Doiran with little success. It was only in September 1918 

that a major Allied offensive succeeded in piercing the Bulgarian defences forcing 

them into a general retreat, leading to Bulgaria’s surrender on 30
th
 September 

1918. 

Frederick Stowell was injured in an accident, along with others from his battery, 

dying on 7
th
 October 1917. He was aged 34 and was buried at Sarigol War 

Cemetery (Grave Reference D. 558), less than one kilometre south of the village of 

Kristoni on the main road from Thessalonika to Kilkis. The 35
th
 Casualty Clearing 

Station was at Sarigol until the 21
st
 Stationary Hospital replaced it, with 150 burials 

in the cemetery from these two hospitals. It now contains 682 Commonwealth 

burials of the First World War, along with 29 war graves of other nationalities, 

following the reinternment of 560 graves from Janes War Cemetery a few miles 

north.  

 

It seems the immortal words of Rupert Brooke’s poem ‘The Soldier’ are very 

appropriate for these four men who died thousands of miles from where they were 

born and grew up, in places they had probably never heard of until they got there. 

The Soldier 

If I should die, think only this of me: 

That there's some corner of a foreign field 

That is for ever England. There shall be 

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed; 

A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 

Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam, 

A body of England's, breathing English air, 

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home. 

 

And think, this heart, all evil shed away, 

A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 

Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given; 

Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day; 

And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness, 

In hearts at peace, under an English heaven. 
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All Saints Open Group at The Hatchgate Inn 
Contributed by Chris Widdows 

The annual summer celebration for the Open Group was held at The Hatchgate 

Inn on 24
th
 July 2017. The Open Group is a social group from both churches who 

meet monthly for meals, talks, and the occasional trip. Contact Philip Cook for 

more information. There is also a Social Group who meet monthly for a meal and 

catch up at the local pub. Email Libby (or talk to a Weaver) to find out more.  
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Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fuelled and aflame. Be alert servants of 

the Master, cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the 

harder. Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality”. 

Romans 12:11-13, The Message 
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French Week at Parkside 
Contributed by Parkside Activities Team 

 

Residents at Parkside Care Home 

were treated to a virtual week’s 

holiday to Paris. The home was 

decorated with pictures, flags and 

bunting, some of which were 

handmade by the residents. They 

were each given ‘passports’ which 

were stamped and also postcards to 

keep or write to friends and family. 

The itinerary included playing a 

game of boules, attending a French 

language class, playing French 

bingo, learning about French culture, 

people and places, as well as 

sharing their own holiday 

experiences. 

Residents were also able to sample 

French cuisine – French Onion 

Soup, Bouef Bourguinon, Coq au Vin 

and Tarte Tartin. French wine, 

cheese and grapes were available 

throughout the week.  

The photos show residents listening 

to French music in ‘Le Cafe 

Francais’ whilst being served crepes 

suzette and watching the Activities 

Team attempt to dance the Can Can! 

On this occasion, we were joined by 

a small team from All Saints Church 

(who very kindly conduct regular 

Holy Communion services for us) 

and we are very grateful to them for 

their help and support. 
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Irene Dawson  
From Val Pretlove’s Eulogy at Irene’s Funeral 

Irene was born in Feb 1917 and in the 1930s she trained as a teacher and then 

worked in primary schools in Hastings and East Grinstead. In 1942 she decided to 

become a nurse and trained at the Nightingale School at St. Thomas’ Hospital in 

London and in 1954 she trained at the Royal College of Nursing as a nurse tutor. I 

first met her in this capacity when I began to train as a nurse in 1959 at the 

Nightingale School when she was our Sister Tutor. I was with a group of students 

who were lively, energetic and fun-loving and had little idea of the dedication and 

professional ways we needed to acquire to become good nurses.  

Although this is nearly 60 years ago we remember her for her quiet dignity, 

integrity and care of us as her students. She was also very stoic as, during her 

time at St. Thomas’, she had three episodes of pulmonary tuberculosis and had 

many weeks off sick. She left the hospital in 1975 in order to care for her mother 

who died that year and Irene then wrote in her own notes “ I felt bereft – I had lost 

my father, my mother and my job and had to go to the Labour Exchange each 

week to declare that I was not working “. She then worked in a number of hospitals 

and training schools and particularly enjoyed contact with enrolled nurses. In 2005 

she moved to Abbeyfield House in Maitland Road to be near her family. She was 

regarded as a model resident and very much respected by both the other residents 

and the staff and she died peacefully on August 10 2017. 
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Walsingham Pilgrimage 
Contributed by Alison and Brian Whitaker 

We had a very pleasant journey from 

Minchampton Gloucestershire to 

Walsingham. We arrived a little 

before everyone from Reading.  

As soon as you enter the shrine, you 

feel surrounded by this calm and 

peaceful and loving feeling which 

just gets better as the days go by.  

We had some wonderful services led 

by Fr Desmond who involves us all 

in reading or serving.  

Brian gets just as much out of this as 

we do, but the ‘G’ in his life is Golf as 

my daughter says I have the other 

‘G’s in my life: God, Grandchildren, 

Gardening and Gin, but not 

necessarily in that order!  

We had the extra joy of Angelina and 

Kwaw’s first grandchild being born 

while we were there.  

Especial thanks to Fr Desmond and 

Sylvia and my fellow pilgrims. 

Looking forward to next year. 

Love and prayers to you all at St 

Mark and All Saints from Alison and 

Brian Whitaker. 

 
 

Happy birthday to Pat Alleyne, Norma Parris and Angelina 

Elliott from your friends at St. Mark. 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations on becoming grandparents to Kwaw and 

Angelina Elliott from your friends at St. Mark. 
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Stations of the Cross at All Saints 
Contributed by Chris Widdows 

[Ed. note: For the next year, we will be following the Way of the Cross in the 

magazine. Chris’ photos of the Stations of the Cross will be printed two at a time in 

each issue, accompanied by scripture. We will culminate with Easter 2018. If you 

want to reflect on any station more deeply, Dr Diana Matthews has a number of 

helpful reflections.] 

Fifth Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry his Cross 

Mark 15:21-24 (English Standard Version) 

 

And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. And they brought 

him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). And they offered 

him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified him and 

divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each 

should take.  
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Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus 

There is no scriptural warrant for this station, however probable the story may be in 

itself, so here is another story of a woman who acts on the side of Jesus to try to 

relieve him of some of his suffering. 

 

Matthew 27:19 (English Standard Version) 
 

Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, 

“Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of 

him today in a dream.” 
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Tea at Claridges 
Contributed by Chris Widdows 

On 19
th
 August, the summer Tea at Claridge’s was held in the Downshire Room, 

All Saints Church Hall. Follows are a selection of photos. See who you can 

recognise! Tea at Claridges usually happen every February, May, August and 

November and are held in the Downshire Room, All Saints Church Hall. They 

include tea, coffee, cake and a raffle, with proceedings going to the church. Look 

out for details as they emerge in the weekly newsletter. All welcome. 
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Coffee Morning at Hilary’s 
Contributed by Philip Cook 

In July, Hilary hosted a coffee morning in aid of Odyssey, a cancer charity, a 

unique organisation which enhances the quality of life for people with cancer 

through programmes of adventure based mainly in the outdoors. 
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Someone stole my pork pie! 

Garden Party at Kaikoura 
Contributed by Chris Widdows, Philip Cook and Libby Hawkness-Smith 

A joint garden party was held at Kaikoura for the Open Group and Link Groups on 

14
th
 August. It was suggested that a caption competition would be fun, with the 

photo of Barbara entitled “moments before killer bear went on the rampage”. Our 

esteemed editor went a step further and suggested a few more comments. We’d 

love to see your suggestions of how the evening unfolded... 

 

“Oh no!” said Jean Terry, 

“someone’s stolen my pork 

pie! Wherever can it have 

gone to?”, so off she went 

to investigate.  

 

 

 

 

 

“Have you got it?” she 

asked Graham Ireland. 

“Not me!” he replied “but 

I can help you look” so 

off he trotted to ask 

Elizabeth Hodge, whilst 

Jean Terry went to find 

out if Angelina Elliott had 

seen it.  
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Angelina was incredulous: 

“are you serious?”, she 

asked. Together, they 

searched high and low, 

asking a number of people 

en-route.  

 

Some, like Stella Claridge, 

feigned innocence.  

 

 

 

Others, like John Symonds 

were rather taken aback that 

someone could have taken 

Jean Terry’s pork pie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In their search, Ivor Snape proved to be a 

useful sleuth and Diana Matthews put her 

natural inquisitiveness to the challenge.   
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Eventually John Hodge 

had a brainwave “it’s that 

suspicious looking bear. 

Watch out Barbara! Keep 

yourself safe! Who knows 

what he’ll be up to next!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come with me Jean Terry, 

I think the bear has hidden 

your pork pie by the oliv  es 

on the table over here...”. 

And indeed he had! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the evening, 

there had been so much 

excitement that everyone 

went home tired and 

happy.  
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MARTIN PHILLIPS   
Property maintenance 

Established 1988 
 

16 Harvey House * Westcote Road * Reading * RG30 2DW 
Tel. 0118 958 2603 

 

 
FLATPACK ASSEMBLY 

 
AUDIOVISUAL SETUP 

 

INTERIOR DECORATING 

 

WALL TILING 

 
GENERAL WOODWORK – Doors; shelves; curtain tracks and poles  

 
BLIND INSTALLATIONS 

 
MINOR ELECTRICAL WORK (City and Guilds qualified) 

Competitive prices   Friendly efficient service 
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Hi kids! 

The adults who are reading this magazine are 
thinking about travelling and journeys – to 
different places, to see people, to learn things... 
I wonder what your favourite journey has been 
this summer? It might be to see a family 
member in another part of the country, to visit 
friends, to see a new area, to go to the beach... 
What are some of the things that you have done 
on the other side of the journey? It would be 
great to hear your stories. If you have any 
drawings or stories to share, give them to your 
adult and ask them to give it to me to share with 
everyone else. 

- Kris 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

A picture to colour... 

 

“Jesus came and 
talked to them. He 
said, `All power in 
heaven and on 
earth has been 
given to me.

 
So go 

and make disciples 
in all countries. 
Baptise them in the 
name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Teach them to do 
all the things I have 
told you to do. I am 
with you always, 
even to the end of 
time’.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 

Worldwide English 
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Upcoming Saints’ Days, Prayer Intentions and Liturgical Colours 

October November 
1 Our Parish & People 1 Greyfriars Church & People 

2 Those suffering with AIDS 2 The Departed 

3 Our Churchwardens 3 Anglican Communion 

4 Simplicity of Life (S Francis, Assisi) 4 Church Reformers (S Charles Borromeo) 

5 Those with mental illness 5 Our Parish & People (All Saints/All Souls) 

6 The Rahab Project 6 The Gift of Holiness 

7 Christian/ Muslim Dialogue 7 Province of York (S Willibrord, York) 

8 Our Parish & People 8 Christian Discipleship (England Saints) 

9 The Police Force 9 Parliament 

10 Archdiocese of York (S Paulinus) 10 Church Governance (S Leo, Great) 

11 Diocese of Nandyal 11 Conscientious Objectors (S Martin, Tours) 

12 Diocese of Ripon (S Wilfred, Ripon) 12 Our Parish & People 

13 Honesty in Government  

(S Edward, Confessor) 

13 Liturgical Reformers 

14 Bishop of Reading 14 The WREN School 

15 Our Parish & People 15 The Evangelical Movement 

16 Those who are ill 16 Scottish Christians (S Margaret, Scotl.) 

17 Bishops (S Ignatius, Antioch) 17 Severely ill children (S Hugh, Lincoln) 

18 Carmelites (S Luke) 18 Hungarian Christians (S Elizabeth, Hung.) 

19 Diocese of Oxford (S Friedswide) 19 Our Parish & People 

20 Local Newspapers 20 Unity with the Catholic Church 

21 Self-Employed 21 Pre-School Children 

22 Our Parish & People 22 Douai Abbey 

23 Those who work in nursing homes 23 Bishops, priests & deacons (S Clement) 

24 Church of England 24 Vietnamese Christians  

(S Andrew Dung-Lac et al) 

25 Peace in the Middle East 25 Nurses (S Catherine, Alexandria) 

26 Christian Learning (S Alfred, Great) 26 Our Parish & People (Christ the King) 

27 College of Resurrection  

(Ss Simon & Jude) 

27 Environmental Conservation 

28 Drug Addicts 28 School Governors 

29 Our Parish & People  

(Dedication of our churches) 

29 The Departed of November 

30 Christians in Uganda 30 Fishing Industry (S Andrew, Apostle) 

31 Departed of October   

 
Family Communion Services: 3.30pm on Sun 1/10, 15/10, 5/11 and 19/11, All Saints. 
Dedication of our Churches: Sunday 29

th
 October, 9am, St. Mark, 10.45am, All Saints. 

All Saints Patronal Mass: Sunday 5
th
 November, 11am, All Saints. 

All Souls Day & Service of Thanksgiving: Sunday 5
th
 November, 7pm, All Saints. 


