St. Mark and All Saints
Reading

Parish Magazine

October – November 2018

Candles at All Saints
Liz Sandford

CONTENTS
October – November 2018
Every Member Ministry
Partnership for Missional Church (PMC) Update
Annual Pilgrimage to Walsingham
In Memoriam
Suggested Prayer Time
Prayer by Candlelight
Still Here
Tea Cups and Whirling Leaves
Caribbean Evening at St Mark
Surviving the Reformation Part 2
Harvest Quiz (Answers on page 21)
Open Group Annual Party
Open Group Trip to the Hatch Gate
Jean Chapman
Forthcoming Events

3
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
17
18
19
21

MAGAZINE DEADLINE for December/ January issue
As always, if you have any thoughts on or contributions for the next issue,
please email stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com or talk to Philip Cook or
Lee Hawkness-Smith. We are keen to grow the magazine committee and
welcome your interest.
Disclaimer: The Editor reserves the right to edit.
The magazine is distributed widely, to local residents, companies, the
Bishop’s House and the Archive Office amongst other places.
If you want to advertise with us, please use the contact email address as above.
£65 for A6, £40 for A7, one-offs up to A7 set at £30.
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.Contact

Details

All Saints Church, Downshire Square RG1 6NN
St Mark Church, Cranbury Road RG30 2TA
www.achurchnearyou.com/parish/270461
OFFICE: Mrs Wendy Smith 0118 950 2620; allsaintsreading@gmail.com
1.45pm – 4pm, Mondays and Fridays. (Printing services available)
Magazine: stmarkandallsaintsmagazine@gmail.com
Libby Hawkness-Smith
Philip Cook
Sunday Service Times (All Saints)
11am: Parish Mass (sung)
3.30pm: Family Service (fortnightly)
6pm: Evening Worship

(St Mark)
9am: Parish Mass (sung)

Vicar
Rev Jo Williams
0118 957 2000
revdjowilliams@gmail.com
Readers
Mrs Sylvia Cummins
0118 957 5049
roncummins139@sky.com

Dr Diana Matthews
0118 958 2108
diana.matthews49@gmail.com

Churchwardens (All Saints)
David McLuckie
0118 9546214

(St Mark)
Di Ryley

0771 640 5719

Liz Sandford

Pat Alleyne

0776 991 5177

liz.sandford@talktalk.net
Hall Managers (All Saints)
Ivor Snape (07796 501714)
ivor.snape04@virgin.net
Main hall £30/ hour
Downshire room £18/ hour

(St Mark)
Sharon Hyman (0770 752 3617)
st.mark.church.hall@gmail.com
Hall £16/ hour (normal groups)
Hall £9.50/ hour (registered charities only)

We’re online!
www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsReading
www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-all-saints
www.achurchnearyou.com/reading-st-mark
Worshipping God, sharing love, building communities and growing faith through
Jesus.
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Every Member Ministry
Contributed by Judy Vaughn
Matt 5: … Ye are the light of the
world .. a candle is not lit to be put
under a bushel, it is set on a
candlestick and gives light to all who
are in the house .. let your light shine
so that others may see your good
works

love and live in his ways in every
area of life
As Rowan Williams puts it in ‘Being
Disciples’ “Discipleship is a way of
life; a ‘state of being’. rooted in a
living relationship with Christ. A
disciple is one who is called to learn
how to be a place in the world where
the act of God can come alive.”

The church as we know it today is in
the midst of a change. It is is
evolving to reach out to the
community so others can see God at
work beyond the building and it is
moving towards a ministry where
each of us will be ‘disciples’ in our
community not only to draw people
in, but for us to be open to sharing
the joy of our faith and knowing Him.

We are learning how to be a more
‘Missional Church’. And we have
been reading the passage from Luke
Chapter 10 to help us reflect on this.
In our parish we have people who
attend worship, to give thanks,
commune with others, share in and
hear the word which asks us to
simply share the message of His
love. There are others who don’t
come to our services but will support
the social occasions which our
parish celebrates with its community.
We are among the 70 Jesus sent
out.

In one of her sermons a few weeks
ago, Rev Jo referred to us, members
of this parish, as being disciples and
apostles, called to take the Good
News out to people and connect with
people who may not know about or
understand what we do here.
This sermon touched on something
in me. I’d not considered myself to
be a disciple.

It is also heart-warming when people
want to come to church for the
occasion of a couples union, or
families coming for the occasion of a
child’s baptism. Their experience of
these services gives insight to just
some of what we do. They could
also be among the ‘70’ who will go
out with the message of love

When I think of a ‘Disciple’ I think of
people who have been theologically
educated, those it Bishop, Priest,
Lay Minister, etc. -those who are
ordained and form the backbone of
our church, but a disciple is
someone who is actively seeking to
know Jesus more deeply, to learn to

And do not underestimate what you
do for others in your everyday world
kind word or deed means much and
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many of you in our parish are
unsung heroes.

Visits, PMC, Street/Rail/
School Pastors, General
Church/Community Events,
etc. and see how you might
get involved.

In Ephesians 4 we are urged “to live
a life worthy of the calling you have
received.” And “To each one of us
grace has been given as Christ
apportioned it… to equip his people
for works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up”
so every member of our church is a
disciple and every disciple has a
ministry.

The church wants to support and
encourage you as you follow Jesus
and discover your own gifts and
calling, not just in and around the
church community but in everything
that you do in your daily lives, in your
personal lives, and in your
workplaces where you spend the
most time.

How can we discern what this looks
like for us in our life?


Ask yourself the question
‘What is my ‘calling’ in
everyday life to make a
difference to my community’



Continue to apply your faith
into
your
Monday
to
Saturday lives



Continue to speak with
people in your community
about their everyday lives
and needs



Speak with members of this
parish who are involved in
various activities like Home

We hope that teaching you receive
in church will be relevant and give
you confidence in applying your faith
into your lives not only in churchbased ministry on a Sunday but in
work and school, in gym and shop, in
field and factory, Monday to
Saturday.
The opportunity before us is to help
the people of God to live richer lives
in Christ in all of life, it is an
opportunity to serve our nation, to be
the people that our God calls us to
be and that our nation desperately
needs us to be for their sake and for
God’s glory. Amen.
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Partnership for Missional Church (PMC) Update
Contributed by Judy Vaughn
The ‘Anonymous’ Interviews

church, what they value about our
community and how our churches
manage conflict and change.

It’s true!! We have had a real
summer – the hottest since 1976!!
The weather has certainly helped to
make the PMC interviews I did last
month most
pleasant!! On behalf
of our PMC Steering Team, huge
thanks to all of you who have been a
part of this stage in our journey.

Everyone doing the interviews had to
ask these eight questions exactly as
they were written and in the order
they were set out. This was to make
sure that we built up a profile of the
parish whilst allowing the participants
to be spontaneous in answering. It
also meant that the answers could
be compared by an external team of
reflectors.

This phase of the PMC process was,
for me, the best so far as it
involved meeting members of our
Parish to get an insight into their
experience of ‘Church Life’. It was a
privilege and a pleasure to speak
with these people

To
keep the
questionnaires
anonymous, each interviewer was
given a list of names and chose
those interviewers at random and the
names of the individual respondents
were not recorded. No one, not even
the steering team knows exactly who
was interviewed!

In the early months of this year, the
Steering Team met to draw up a list
of possible interviewers
and
candidates for interview. The names
were chosen to represent all
sections of our church community
from both churches. Some were key
members of our PCC, some were
regular attenders and some were
people on the fringe of our
community. They ranged in age from
7 to over 80!

In total we interviewed 23 different
people and all the responses were
then sent off for study by the
independent group appointed by the
diocese. We are waiting to hear
their reflections!
This, along with the timeline event at
the end of September will help the
steering team to reflect on where we
are now as a parish and help to
discern what God may be calling us
to next.

We then selected eight questions
from a set list, which we felt would
best fit our parish. The questions
asked people to reflect on their
experiences of
worship,
their
relationship with God and the
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Annual Pilgrimage to Walsingham
Contributed by Elliott Mitchell
and there are many quaint towns
(Wells and Holt) and villages nearby.
The Catholic Slipper Chapel (a large
complex) is also very near the Shrine
should you care to visit.

The annual All Saints/St Mark’s
pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady
of Walsingham (founded in 1061)
took place from 20th-24th August this
year. A party of fifteen, led by Fr
Desmond Bannister, arrived late in
the warm afternoon at the shrine in
north Norfolk. The shrine was
suppressed at the time of the
Reformation (1536-39) and revived
in 1931 by Reverend Alfred Hope
Patten, a local Anglo-Catholic priest.

On the first evening of our arrival, the
party managed to complete the
Stations of the Cross in the garden
which I found meaningful and
thought-provoking. The Liturgies of
Healing and Reconciliation and
Sprinkling at the Well followed on the
following two days. The highlight of
our visit was, of course, the candle-lit
Procession and Benediction through
the grounds which took place on
Wednesday evening. This happens
twice a week – Wednesday and
Saturday evenings. Our stay was all
too brief and we returned to Reading
shortly after Mass in the Holy House
on the Friday morning. The
pilgrimage is certainly “different” and
is recommended if you need time to
relax and contemplate.

Although isolated, (the nearest
railway station is King’s Lynn, some
forty
kilometres
distant)
the
Walsingham shrine has a peaceful
atmosphere, a beautiful garden, a
refectory and a licensed café. It can
house up to two hundred guests at
any one time. Most rooms are ensuite. The mediaeval village has two
pubs, the “Bull Inn” and the “Black
Lion,” a convenience store, a shrine
shop but no ATM machines! The
Norfolk coast is some 8 km away
which has some lovely walks to offer
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In Memoriam
Contributed by John Hodge

An article devoted to Tony Pretlove intended for publication this month
will now appear in a later issue.
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Suggested Prayer Time
Adapted from intercessions by Tony Pretlove (on 22nd July 2018)
We pray for witness and mission: For all those who uphold and teach our faith,
especially for Jo and the ministry team in our two churches. For young Christians,
starting new schools and forms, and for those starting out at universities. We pray
for Christians at work who, in answering questions, can witness honestly to their
faith. We pray for those Christians who are persecuted, particularly in Iraq,
Palestine, Lebanon and Syria, where they are a shining example to us all.
Lord, graciously hear us/me.
We pray for our churches: We give thanks for the many past blessings received in
and through these places and their people. We look forward in hope and faith for
blessings to come. As stewards entrusted with precious gifts we promise, by the
grace of God, to renew our prayer and widen our friendship, in loving service to our
neighbours and to the glory of God. We also pray for our brothers and sisters at
the church of St Mary Magdalene along the oxford Road, and their priest Dr Adam
Carlill.
Lord, graciously hear us/me.
We pray for common sense: In our family and community life may we demonstrate
tolerance, fairness and love. In our dealings with people may we know the
difference between generosity and indulgence, between lenience and neglect of
responsibility. In our difficult political times ahead may we listen carefully to others
with whom we disagree without becoming angry. May we do our best to avoid
prejudice. In conflict can we always ask ourselves what Christ would say and do.
Lord, graciously hear us/me.
We pray for those who are troubled or distressed: Jesus, crucified Saviour, in your
dying you entrusted each to the other. Show us how to sustain and comfort those
in pain or discomfort: In these days when we are advised not to name, may we
each hold in our minds someone whom we know, who needs our fellowship,
comfort, love and prayers
Lord, graciously hear us/me.
We pray for the Dead: Hear us risen Lord as we each bring to mind those whom
we will always love but see no longer:
Lord, graciously hear us/me.
At the end of these intercessions, in a short period of silence, we each bring to
God those things which deeply exercise our individual minds at this time, that He
may lead us to a calm place and relief of our anxieties.
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Still Here
Contributed by Paul Farmer
Written during one of my fifteen sleep outs for the local homeless charity
Launchpad.
When you speed past in your Vauxhall Cavaliers
You do not see them – but they are still here.
When your festive fairy lights twinkle
And your Christmas Carols cheer
Still you do not see them – but they are still here.
When their emasculated bodies look like empty shells
And the summer sun begins to sear,
You still do not see them – but they are still here.
When the dreaded winds and rain come
(At the fall of yet another year)
You still do not see them – but they are still here.
And when you say, “it’s the thought that counts”,
Remember you did not think about them
Because you refused to see that they are all still here.
So before the weak and poor finally inherit all
And God blesses them, think about all this and them
Whilst you tremble with fear (awaiting your fate),
For on that day of judgement, if you do not,
You may just find yourself amongst the ones
Who will find themselves –
“Still Here”!
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Tea Cups and Whirling Leaves
Contributed by Andreas Lindholm
A cold gust over my face,
A warm cup of tea in my hand,
In my head, a feeling of falling leaves Leaves that are whirling around like paper planes.
Then I see the light on my table A light reminding me,
Reminding me of the light that came to the darkness of the world.
The tea lights reminds me of a God A God like a railway wire, so strong
That reaches down into the deepest mud.
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Caribbean Evening at St. Mark
Contributed by Kwaw Elliott and Lee Hawkness-Smith
On Saturday 25th August,
an exciting evening of
Caribbean music, food,
drink and dance was
shared by an eager group
of revellers.
We all arrived in our
brightest
and
most
colourful dresses and

shirts. The hot weather
may have come to an end,
but in St. Mark’s hall, the

Caribbean spirit was strong. Our
taste buds were tantalised and
our limbs loosened as we
danced together.

Having been to a number
of Caribbean evenings at
St. Mark, this has become
one of the highlights of my
social calendar and is
always tremendous fun. I
look forward to more.
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Surviving the Reformation Part 2:
Waltham Abbey of the Holy Cross and St Lawrence
Contributed by Diana Matthews
Last time I wrote about a small
parish church which somehow
managed to hold on to its precious
parish church despite religious
upheaval, Puritan iconoclasts, and
economic setbacks. This time we
look at a very different church: a rich
and powerful abbey which suffered
its monarch’s wrath and only just
survived. As you motor on the M25
you pass a junction named Waltham
Abbey. I had never visited this site
and so we decided that this would
make a good place to stop and have
our picnic as we headed for East
Anglia.

A major change then came in 1177
when Henry II, as part of his
penance
for the
murder of
Archbishop Thomas à Becket,
refounded and enlarged the church,
establishing here a strict Order of
Augustinian Canons and raising the
church to the status of an Abbey in
1184. Waltham then flourished for
250 years with income coming in
from pilgrimages to the Holy Cross,
and royal favour bringing in lands
and
privileges
to
create
a
magnificent church with great power
over the local community.
But then came a king whose greedy
eyes fell upon the wealth of the
monasteries, and using the excuse
that they were disloyal to the Crown,
ordered the Dissolution of all
monasteries between 1536 and 1540
in order to seize their lands and
wealth. Waltham Abbey, like the
great Abbey at Reading, tried in vain
to survive this royal onslaught, but
finally had to relinquish its buildings
and community by the end of March
1540. Its annual income was over
£1000 p.a. at that stage and one of
the people who received a pension
from the king was Thomas Tallis, the
famous composer who was choir
master here and then went on to a
post at Canterbury Cathedral.

Christianity came to Waltham early,
and there was a timber church here
by the 7C which was replaced in
stone by the 8C. Harold Godwinson,
perhaps better known for his defeat
and death at Hastings, rebuilt the
church in stone in the 1050s, largely
because he had been healed of a
paralysis after praying before the
famous Cross housed there. He
also founded a community of secular
canons here. The site of his grave
lies to the east of the present church
but would probably have been in the
chancel of the 11C church. The
church was partially rebuilt again at
the end of the 11C in Norman style
with massive round pillars, incised
decoration and round arches.
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However the people of Waltham
were keen to keep at least part of
their magnificent church and so
petitioned Henry VIII to claim the
nave, the area into which the
townspeople had always been able
to go to attend services. Henry
clearly had no other use for this and
so agreed to their petition as long as
the areas formerly used by the
Canons east of the screen were
demolished, so that there could be
no chance of any monastic revival.
So the western part of the church
was saved, only a third of what was
once there, but enough to show us
how splendid this building had been.
By 1554, however, the removal of
the eastern sections of the church
caused a major collapse of part of
the building and Queen Mary Tudor
then gave permission for the
townspeople to build a tower at the
west end to buttress their parish
church, so this is the only church
tower in England built in her reign. It
now boasts a magnificent peal of 14
bells.

great round pillars which soar above
us to the triforium and clerestory
speak of their Norman origin as does
the round headed arch at the east
end. There is fine entrance porch
under the west tower, a 12C font, an
elegant 14C Lady Chapel with an
early 15C ‘Doom’ painting, and
among the many memorials, there is
one to a late 13C Abbot. The later
work is a little more controversial: by
the early 19C the church was in a
dilapidated condition and in 1859-60
a major restoration was carried out
by William Burgess with what
Pevsner has called ‘robust ugliness’!
The stained glass was badly hit by
an exploding mine in 1941 and by a
V2 rocket in 1945 but the early
examples of the work of Edward
Burne-Jones survived.
So, here again, we have an amazing
example of a once great and
powerful church which has survived
so many religious and political
upheavals over the centuries to
prove still the focus of the
worshipping community today. Just
as at Walberswick, it was the will and
initiative of the local people which
proved the deciding factor - as
indeed it always will.

Today, as we enter the church, we
feel immediately that this is a
building that has been much loved
and cared for by the people of
Waltham over the centuries. The
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Harvest Quiz
Contributed by Libby Hawkness-Smith
1.
a)

Who said "The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few"?
Jesus
b) Paul
c) Peter
d) Boaz

2.
a)

Which major feast coincided with the wheat harvest?
First fruits
b) Pentecost c) Passover d)

3.
a)

How many Fruits of the Spirit does Paul list in Galatians?
Three
b) Four
c) Six
d) Nine

4.
a)

On which day of creation did God create fruit-bearing trees?
Third
b) Fourth
c) Fifth
d) Sixth

5.
a)
c)

Why were the Israelites told not to gather the gleanings of the harvest?
To feed the wild animals
b) To provide for the poor
They were unclean
d) To keep the land fertile

6.
a)

Who did the chief men go to visit in the Cave of Adullam during harvest?
Elijah
b) Hezekiah c) Hosea
d) David

7.
a)
c)

What was special about the harvest in the Sabbatical year?
There wasn't one
b) It produced double
It was two months early
d) Only one type of crop was sown

8.
a)

In the parable of the tares in the field, the harvest is the end of the world,
but who are the reapers?
God and Jesus
b) The Levites c) The angels d) The Saints

9.
a)
c)

Under the law, what was to be done with the first fruits of the harvest?
Put into barns
b) Given to the Lord
Given to the poor
d) Left in the field

10.
What sort of tree did Jesus curse for bearing no fruit?
a) Pomegranate
b) Almond
c) Olive
d)

Tabernacles

Fig

11.
For which prophet did a "basket of summer fruit" signify the end for Israel?
a) Micah
b) Joel
c) Amos
d) Obadiah
12.
a)

Who during the wheat harvest found mandrakes in the field and gave
them to Leah?
Judah
b) Simeon
c) Benjamin d) Reuben
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Open Group Annual Party
Contributed by Chris Widdows
There have been lots of celebrations and events this summer, from birthday
parties to annual get-togethers, reunions to time out with children. Follows are a
few photos from one of these, the Open Group annual party. For more info about
the Open Group, please contact Philip Cook.

Next Open Group: Photo Quiz
Monday 22nd October
Downshire Room
17

Open Group Trip to the Hatch Gate
Contributed by Chris Widdows
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Jean Chapman
Contributed by John Bourne
Jean was Churchwarden at All
Saints from 1986 to 1991 when Fr
Phillip Jones was Vicar. Jean was a
loving, caring person. She was
exceeding active in organising so
many aspects of Church life,
together with husband Eric.

reflected their worship preferences.
Jean continued to apply her many
talents and energies in that
community and also the wider
Church.
This was so much
appreciated.
Eric pre-deceased
Jean. Jean is survived by Helen and
Michael.

Jean was always ready at the church
door on Sundays to greet people by
name with a loving smile and brief
word. As years passed, a great
deal debate developed nationally in
the Church of England, perhaps not
altogether unlike some aspects of
Brexit today.

Requiem Mass in thanksgiving for
the life of Jean Anne Chapman was
held at St Giles’ Church on
September 7th. May she rest in
peace and rise in glory. We shall
miss her.
What a wonderful
contribution she made to the Church
and showed the true love of Christ to
so many people.

Jean and Eric later moved to St
Giles which they found closely
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Forthcoming Events
Contributed by Jackie John
The following are events that are happening in the parish over
the next few months. We hope you can join us at some (all?)
of them…
October
Saturday 6th

‘Vera Gurney Cup’ Quiz Night, All Saints Hall, 7.30pm.
£6 per adult – includes refreshments

Saturday 13th

Barn dance, St. Mark, 7pm. Look out for further info and
ticket booking in upcoming newsletters

Monday 22nd

Open Group, Downshire Room, 7.30pm. Photo Quiz of
Downshire Room and Environs

November
Friday 9th

Gin tasting, All Saints Hall, 7pm

Sunday 18th

Confirmation Service with Bishop Andrew, Reading
Minster. See Rev Jo for more information about the
service or classes

Saturday 24th

Christmas Fair, St. Mark, TBC

December
Saturday 1st

Christmas Fair, All Saints Hall 4-6pm

Saturday 8th

Family Quiz, All Saints Hall. Includes Fish & Chip supper,
and bar

Answers to Harvest Quiz (page 15)
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MARTIN PHILLIPS
Property maintenance
Established 1988
16 Harvey House * Westcote Road * Reading * RG30 2DW
Tel. 0118 958 2603
FLATPACK ASSEMBLY
AUDIOVISUAL SETUP
INTERIOR DECORATING
WALL TILING
GENERAL WOODWORK – Doors; shelves; curtain tracks and poles
BLIND INSTALLATIONS
MINOR ELECTRICAL WORK (City and Guilds qualified)

Competitive prices

Friendly efficient service
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Saints’ Days, Prayer Intentions and Liturgical Colours
1
2
3
4

October
The NHS
Those suffering with AIDS
Our churchwardens
Simplicity of life (S Francis Assisi)

1
2
3
4

5
6
7
8

Those with mental illness
The Rahab Project
Our parish & people
Christian/ Muslim dialogue

5
6
7
8

9
10
11

The police force
York Archdiocese (S Paulinus)
Nandyal Diocese

9
10
11

12
13

12
13

14
15
16
17

Ripon Diocese (S Wilfred)
Honesty in government
(S Edward, Confessor)
Our parish & people
The Bishop of Reading
Those who are ill
Bishops (S Ignatius Antioch)

18
19
20
21
22
23

Carmelites (S Luke)
Oxford Diocese (S Friedswide)
Local newspapers
Our parish & people
Those who are self employed
Those working in nursing homes

18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25
26
27
28
29

The Church of England
Peace in the Middle East
Christian learning (S Alfred Great)
Those who are addicted to drugs
Our parish & people
College of the Resurrection
(Ss Simon & Jude)
Christians in Uganda
The Departed of October

24
25
26
27
28
29

30
31

14
15
16
17

30
31

November
Greyfriars Church & people
The Departed
The Anglican Communion
Our parish & people
(All Saints with All Souls)
Church reformers
The gift of holiness
The province of York (S Willibrord)
Our Christian discipleship
(All Saints of England)
Parliament
Church governance (S Leo Great)
Our parish & people
(Remembrance Sunday)
Conscientious objectors
Liturgical reformers
The WREN School
The Evangelical movement
Scottish Christians (S Margaret)
Children with severe illnesses
(S Hugh Lincoln)
Our parish & people
Hungarian Christians
Unity with the Catholic Church
Pre-school children
Douai Abbey
Bishops, priests & deacons
(S Clement Rome)
Vietnamese Christians
Our parish & people (Christ the King)
Nurses
Environmental conservation
School governors
The Departed of November
Fishing industry (S Andrew)

Family Communion Services: 3.30pm on Sun 7/10, 15/10, 4/11 and 25/11, All Saints.
School Harvest Services: 9am on Mon 1/10, All Saints Infants; Thurs 4/10, Battle School
All Saints: 11am on Sun 4/11, All Saints
All Souls & Service of Thanksgiving: 7pm on Sun 4/11, All Saints
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