
 

Curriculum Intent Overview  

“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full” John 10:10. The Church of England has 

set out a bold Church of England Vision for England that is deeply Christian, serving the common 

good.   

Our Christian vision is underpinned by this.  Our church school distinctiveness is central to all we do 

at school and to the successful outcomes of children. St Mary and All Saints is a happy and friendly 

school where ‘Everyone Matters.’ We aim to provide the best for every child in our school, where 

every child is known as an individual, loved and cared for whilst being guided to identify their talents 

and reach their potential within a loving, safe and secure Christian environment.  This is based on 

John 10:14. Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd, I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” 

Our school has chosen six Christian values to follow and guide our learning community: appreciation, 

compassion, love, perseverance, respect and trust.  Everything we do at school promotes these 

values.  Our values are visible in action in the classroom, during collective worship, in the lunch hall, 

walking around the school, at break time on the playground, on school trips, during school clubs and 

everywhere we go.  

Our curriculum includes many common aspects and themes that are woven through all year groups 

and across all subjects: 

• It is broadly topic based 

• The curriculum allows the children to relate their learning and skills to our school values of 

appreciation, compassion, love, perseverance, respect and trust and live their lives by them. 

• Children are encouraged to learn from first hand experiences and exploration, which is built 

upon to learn about increasingly less familiar and more abstract ideas, concepts and places. 

• Life skills are progressively taught and embedded which children can transfer to the next 

phase of their education, and in time to the wider world of work and the outside world 

• The school grounds and immediate locality are made good use of for learning, where 

possible, and the children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding of Reading’s 

place in national and international affairs, in addition to its place in the Thames Valley. 

At St Mary and All Saints CE Primary School our curriculum intent is to enable children to  

to flourish and reach their true potential through all the opportunities we provide them with.  

By this we we mean:  

• Make good progress from their starting points 

• Develop great learning skills and independence for life and a deep and broad knowledge 

base 

• Have good communication skills and a good grasp of the English language 

• Realise aspirational and ambitious plans for the future – academic, moral, spiritual, 

emotional and cultural 



• Enjoy their own uniqueness – made in God’s image by having high self-worth 

• Be confident and happy- children that have a broad understanding and tolerance of the 

world and others around them 

• Have a life-long curiosity which gives confidence to ask big questions about their world  

 

In order to achieve this, it is essential that our curriculum implementation is:  

Bountiful and varied in experiences and opportunities – involving learning beyond the 

classroom and includes a range of relevant visits and visitors  

• Purposeful and meaningful for our children 

• Inclusive and accessible for all children, specifically new arrivals, EAL and SEND 

• Needs driven and relevant to our current children  

• In line with and supports our Christian values  

• Broad in breadth and rich in depth 

• Knowledge based and progressive in skills  

• Exciting and motivating – hooks children in (entry point) and ends with a celebration of their 

learning (exit point) 

• Develops a greater understanding of our community and the world beyond Coley Park and 

Reading 

A significant number (36%) of our children are from disadvantaged backgrounds and many do not 

have experiences outside of our town or their immediate locality. Equally a significant number 

(approx. 45%) of our children were born in another part of the world and are relatively new to the 

UK and learning English.  Assumptions will, therefore, not be made about children’s life experiences 

when planning and teaching the curriculum. However, opportunities to address this will form part of 

our curriculum to ensure that children have a real context to their learning and where possible begin 

their learning in a new curriculum area at the same starting point.  

Our curriculum will not be rigid as we recognise that needs of children differ and can change. 

Teachers are sensitive towards this and make changes to planning where required to ensure that it 

meets our children’s’ needs. Children with EAL and SEND are well supported and will be engaged in 

their learning. Our current focus will be on motivating and exciting children to be engaged in their 

learning. Teachers take this into account in planning. Our vision underpins all we do, including our 

curriculum design and planning… it is essential for children to feel safe, secure and happy in order to 

achieve their best; to be able to flourish and reach their potential… to achieve impact. Nurture, 

support, relationship building, inclusivity, living by our values all remain, therefore, a high priority for 

St Mary and All Saints CE Primary School. 
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