
  

 

Inclusion Newsletter October 2019 
At St Mary and All Saints CE Primary School, we aim to offer excellence and choice to all our children, whatever their ability or 

needs. In line with the school’s wider vision, the inclusion team works collaboratively and aims to provide an environment where all 

pupils feel safe and can develop the emotional resilience they need to become successful, independent learners. 

 

We believe that every child is a unique and valued member of our school community. We have high expectations of all our children and 

want each individual to achieve their personal goals. The inclusion team aims to remove barriers to learning, raise aspirations and 

improve progress and outcomes for all.  
     Miss A  Butler, Principal 

  

Do you think your child might have additional needs?  
Children develop at different rates and may present delays in 

some areas for a short while. However if your child has 

experienced difficulties for a sustained period of time and this 

is causing you concerns, speak to the class teacher and/or the 

school SENDCo. Mrs Bano is a qualified teacher, with SENDCo 

qualification.  She is responsible for coordinating the provision 

of Special Educational Needs throughout the school. She will 

ensure that your child is assessed and appropriate support is 

provided to help him/her at school. This may involve a school 

based screening; referral to an external professional; in or out 

of class intervention; home support and/or signposting to 

external organisations. Please also see the school’s Local offer 

and SEND policy on our website for a detailed outline of SEND 

provision in our school.  

Who are we? The Inclusion Team consists of:  
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English as an Additional Language Coordinator (EAL):  

Mrs G Shaw   
At SMAS we recognise that bilingualism is a great skill that should 

be celebrated. As the EAL lead, I am here to ensure that the EAL 

policy is clear and easy to understand to all parties involved such 

as teachers and parents, and that there is a clear path to follow 

when monitoring and providing support for children new to English.  

A key part of my role is maintaining an effective assessment 

system for new arrivals and monitoring the progress of pre-

existing EAL learners. This entails supporting teachers in the best 

approaches and methods they can use within the classroom. 

FSW: Family Support Worker: Mrs T Cooke  
Just like the name suggests, I am here to support your family in any way you might 

need. If you would like some advice or a chat, please feel free to contact me via the 

school office. 

Some examples of how I can help include: 

- Support with referrals to relevant organisations e.g. Early help  

- Advice on supporting your children at home (e.g. homework, routine)  

- Transitioning children who struggle coming into school 

- Support with medical needs  

- Community integration activities e.g. Mum’s Coffee Morning  

- Support with sign posting: e.g. English courses  

ELSA: Emotional Literacy Support Assistant:  

Miss K Stone  
I am a qualified ELSA and have a diploma in anger management and 

adolescent counselling and I am trained in Therapeutic Thinking.  Within 

my role, I work with individual pupils or small groups to improve overall 

emotional literacy, mental health and wellbeing and/or focus on specific 

aspects, such as anger management, friendship building or social skills. 

Within the sessions we do focussed activities such as: 

 Sorting or drawing tasks to explore 

concepts/situations/strategies being covered 

 Games that have a focus on particular skills or concepts 

 Direct teaching and modelling of new skills 

 Role play 

 Therapeutic stories 

 Mindfulness 

I also work closely with the class teachers and support children within 

the classroom who may be struggling; offering reassurance, coping 

strategies and help to build confidence promoting independent learning. 
 

SALT TA: Speech and Language Therapy TA: 

Mrs N Elmore  
I provide, in school, Sp&Lang therapy support for children as 1:1 or in small groups. I have 

received relevant training, including ELKLAN accreditation. My intervention is guided by the 

assessments and plans carried out by the NHS Speech and Language Therapists. I work 

closely with the class teachers and the school SENDCo.  



 

 External 

professionals 

What do they do? 

Child and 

adolescent mental 

health services 

CAMHS are a multidisciplinary teams that consist of medical and mental 

health professionals. Children experiencing mental difficulties such as 

anxiety, depression, autism, ADHD etc are referred to CAMHS for 

assessment and diagnosis 

Anna Papamichael 

(EP) Amber Newell 

(trainee EP) 

Educational Psychologists support the pupils with early identification of any 

additional needs e.g. learning difficulties. They also provide guidance and 

training for staff on specific needs and strategies  

Emma Pontefract 

(SALT) 

Chloe Bank (SALT) 

NHS Speech and Language Therapist (CYPIT) help with identifying speech 

and language concerns; their reports provide guidance on how to support 

children in class, 1:1 and/or in small groups for sp&lang needs. They also 

provide relevant training and support for staff.  

Sophie Simms –

Physiotherapist  

Physio therapy team (CYPIT) works directly with children and also provides 

guidance for staff to follow physio plans for specific pupils.  

Behaviour Support  

 

Cranbury College runs Pastoral Support Program (PSP) for certain pupils, 

involving their parents and teachers in 6-8 weekly meetings. They may also 

provide specific training e.g. Team-teach for staff. 

Jody L Long 

Heather Cullinane 

Sensory Consortium: Teacher of the Deaf to support children with hearing 

impairment and provide guidance for staff.  

Berkshire 

Continence 

advisory service  

Continence team supports any pupils needing intimate care, e.g. toileting 

needs, while also provides training for staff and parents. The school has an 

up to date Intimate Care Policy that can be accessed on the school website.     

School Nursing 

team 

Community nurses offer help with assessing and supporting individual pupils 

e.g. hearing tests. They also provide mandatory annual training for all staff 

e.g. epi-pen training. 

Lara Finkin (PT) Play therapist: Play therapy allows trained mental health practitioners who 

specialise in play therapy, to assess and understand children's play. 

Further, play therapy is utilised to help children cope with difficult emotions 

and find solutions to problems 

ABC to Read 

Volunteers 

ABC to Read (Assisting Berkshire Children) is a local charity that recruits, 

trains and supports community volunteers to mentor children that struggle to 

read and lack confidence.  The volunteers provide one to one reading sessions 

twice weekly.  

 

External professionals: If the school feels the need for further investigation of a child’s needs and/or 

guidance on supporting them more effectively in school, a referral to the relevant external agency is made. A 

formal consent is obtained from the parent/carer before involving any external professionals with a child. This 

support may involve consultation with parents and teachers; formal assessments; classroom observations etc. 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Coming up!     A brand new sensory room  
We are very excited to be working on a sensory room, which should 

be ready to view on request, in November 2019. A sensory room can 

provide a low stress fun environment for an individual to work through 

their emotions and reactions to certain stimuli. Children accessing a 

sensory room can experience a variety of benefits, including: calming 

effects; stimulation; socialisation; improved focus; motor skills, 

cognitive and sensory development. The sensory room will not be a 

‘time out’ space for responding to behavioural concerns but will be 

used for targeted interventions to support specific children, with 

conditions such as ASD and who would benefit from timetabled, 

planned sensory routines across the week. The funding for this very 

useful resource was partly raised by our PTA. 
 

More able pupils 
At SMAS we recognise that some children are 

extremely able in specific areas of the 

curriculum or indeed have unique talents in areas 

such as music, art, sports or they may display 

advanced skills in aspects such as leadership and 

public speaking.  If you consider your child has 

such abilities which we have not recognised yet, 

please come and speak to your child’s class 

teacher.    

SEND Governor  
Dr. Anna Tsakalaki is a senior lecturer at The University of Reading and is a new school governor.  Her personal 

expertise is in the field of education and SEN. Anna also leads the postgraduate SEN course at the university. We 

are therefore thrilled that she has chosen to become a governor at our school. Going forwards Anna is the governor 

with the responsibility for SEN and she will be liaising closely with our inclusion team and specifically Mrs Bano as 

our SENDCo. Welcome to St Mary and All Saints Anna. 
 


